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Overview
1. Heritage Planning at the City of Ottawa
2. Different Tools for Heritage Protection
3. Heritage Conservation Districts
4. Questions
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• Processes under the Ontario Heritage Act
• List and designate properties
• Process heritage permits

• Providing comments and advice on Planning Act 
applications involving or adjacent to heritage 
resources

• Policy development (Official Plan, Zoning By-law, 
Secondary Plans etc.)

• Building permit heritage review and approval
• Heritage Watch List and Property Standards

Heritage Planning Program 



• Financial incentives
• Plaques and Awards program 
• Public education

– Heritage Ottawa newsletter, lectures
– Heritage Planning Primer

• Liaise with federal counterparts (NCC, 
Parks Canada, PSPC)

Heritage Planning Program

Old Ottawa South Community Centre

Fréchette House Hog’s Back Park Concession Stand



Section 2: Heritage Protection  



Three primary tools to identify properties of cultural heritage value or interest:
1. Non Designated Properties “Listed” on the Heritage Register

2. Individual designation under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act

3. Heritage Conservation District (HCD) designation under Part V of the 
Ontario Heritage Act

Heritage in Ontario



• 4620 Properties

Listed Properties 

• 365 Properties

Individually Designated Properties – Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act 

• 3459 Properties 

Heritage Conservation Districts (HCDs) - Part V of the Ontario Heritage 
Act 

Ottawa’s Municipal Heritage Register



• Section 27 of the OHA permits City to add non-
designated buildings to the Heritage Register

• Owner must provide 60 days notice of plans to 
demolish

• Can be altered without permission under the OHA
• Additions of properties to the Heritage Register 

considered by the BHC
• Approximately 4620 properties on the Register
• Approximately 40 properties listed along Island Park 

Drive

1. Listed Properties

499 Island Park Drive



• Designation of an individual resource for 
its cultural heritage value through a 
municipal bylaw. 

• Exterior alterations require a heritage 
permit

• Approximately 365 properties in Ottawa 
designated under Part IV 

2. Individual Designation – Part IV 



A property may be designated if it meets two of the following:

Ontario Regulation 09/06

Design
-Architecture

-Craftsmanship/Artistic 
Merit

-Technical/Scientific Merit

Historical Value
-Historical Associations

-Community History
-Representative Work

Contextual Value
-Community Character
-Link to Surroundings

-Landmark



• All properties are designated in a 
HCD

• Can be a few houses or a whole 
neighbourhood 

• Exterior alterations require a 
heritage permit

• 21 districts in Ottawa (approx. 3459 
properties)

3. Heritage Conservation Districts - Part V



• A means freeze an area in time
• A tool to prevent development or infill in 

established neighbourhoods
• A way to regulate the use of a building
• A requirement to open private property to 

the public

What Heritage Designation is Not



• A concentration of heritage buildings, sites, 
structures and cultural heritage landscapes

• A framework of structured elements including 
major natural features and water course and 
built forms such as pathways and street patterns

• Visual coherence through the use of building 
scale, mass, height, material, proportion and 
colour that conveys a sense of time and place

• A distinctive character that distinguishes it from 
neighbouring areas

Section 3. What is a heritage conservation district?



• Examines the history, character and 
appearance of the area, including 
buildings, structures, and landscape 
features, to determine if the area should 
be preserved as an HCD

• If the area is to be an HCD, a study also:
– Determines the geographic boundaries 

to be included
– Establishes the objectives and content 

of the HCD Plan

What is an HCD Study?



• The management plan for how change 
can occur sensitively.

• An HCD Plan outlines:
– the reasons for designation
– the objectives of the District
– the elements that are important
– policies and guidelines for making 

changes
– when a heritage permit is required or 

not

What is an HCD Plan?



• Recognition and conservation of the 
elements in the area that tell its 
history

• Shared understanding of how to 
achieve this through the 
development and implementation of 
the HCD Plan

Why designate an HCD?



HCD Process
Request to Designate District Council DecisionBuilt Heritage 

Committee (BHC) 
Consulted

Study BeginsFindings/Recommendations 
considered by BHC and 
Council: Proceed with 
Designation?

Prepare a Draft HCD Plan with 
policies and guidelines

Public Notification and Meeting 
to consider the HCD Plan and 
Designation By-Law

Council Decision

Yes

No Study does 
not proceed

Public Notification/Study 
Bylaw/Interim control (optional)

Yes

Area not 
designated

No

HCD Plan shelved

Notice of the 
By-law passage 
served

Yes

No

Appeals?

No

District is designated/ 
HCD Plan in effect.

Yes
Ontario Land 
Tribunal Hearing



• Celebrates a place that the 
community values

• Allows for demolition control
• Provides design review of

alterations and new construction
• Access to the City’s Heritage Grant 

Program for Restoration
• Access to Heritage Staff for 

conservation technical advice

What are the benefits of designation?



• Designation is often sought for the wrong
reasons (i.e. not a tool to prevent change or 
development)

• Sometimes it can be difficult to ensure that
all owners are aware of the HCD and the
implications

Challenges with HCDs



• Heritage Permits:
– No need to seek approval for routine maintenance
– An HCD Plan would list types of minor alterations that 

would not require a permit
– Most applications can processed by staff in less than 2 

weeks, usually processed concurrently with other City 
approvals

– Larger/complex projects (demolition/new construction) 
require approval through Built Heritage Committee and 
Council

– Fees for alterations not associated with restoration work

Other Things to Know



Questions?



Thank You! 

Heritage Planning
613‐580‐2463
General Email: heritage@ottawa.ca

https://ottawa.ca/en/planning-development-and-
construction/heritage-conservation








