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Disclaimer

Unless stated otherwise, all content herein is the research work of Island 
Park resident Jennifer Gillespie, info@islandparkcommunityassociation.ca 

compiled with paid Newspapers.com, Ancestry.ca subscriptions, data 
collected from the Ottawa Archives, Library and Archives Canada, internet 

searches, books found at libraries, and personal interviews with family 
members cited in the slides since 2013.   When using any of this content, it is 

respectfully asked that the author and/or content source be credited along 
with any noted credit to where the information was sourced, e.g. Jennifer 

Gillespie, Island Park Community Association 100-year History Slideshow, 
Library and Archives Canada (LAC), Ottawa Archives (OA), and any 

additional contributors of content, artwork or historic photos from Dave 
Allston, Andrew King, etc.

Thank you.

mailto:info@islandparkcommunityassociation.ca


Thank you for your interest in the history of Island Park “Driveway”.  We hope you enjoy the contents of this slideshow.  It 

was, and continues to be, an enjoyable discovery of her incredible contribution to the historic fabric of our nation’s capital.

Throughout my research I was blessed to meet many people whose advice and guidance were key to my work that began in 
2013 with my first lead story suggestions from a fellow Island Park Community Association board member David Glastonbury 
– that two Miss Canadas and one Miss Teenage Canada lived on Island Park, sparking news outlets to say, “What’s in the 
water on Island Park Drive?”

My research soon boomed into trips as far as Los Angeles to collect and digitize family collections of newspaper articles 
photos and artwork not available online.  

I am grateful to the families featured in this slideshow for trusting me with their cherished mementos and to share their 
family’s story and legacy.

It is important to disclose that I am not a historian.  If not for the tips and counsel of experienced history buffs and 
professionals that I’ve been fortunate to meet along my research journey, this body of work would not be possible.  I’d like to 
thank Dave Allston, David Jeans, Edwinna Von Baeyer, Bill Price, Michael Payne, Andrew King, and staff from the Ottawa 
Archives, Library and Archives Canada, City of Ottawa Built Heritage, and Ottawa Public Library for their patience, 
guidance and sage advice.

It is with great pleasure and pride that we share the story of Island Park Drive, a National Capital Commission Heritage 
Inventory Asset.

    - Jen Gillespie



The Evolution of the National Capital Commission 
(NCC) – Oversight of the Beautification of the 
Dominion’s Capital

Ottawa Improvement Commission 
(1899–1927)

Federal District Commission 

(1927 – 1949)

National Capital Commission 

(1949 – present)

Through the 19th century, due to 
industrialization, the character of the 
new National Capital region was, 
according to then Prime Minister Sir. 
Wilfred Laurier, “not a handsome 
city”, and expressed his intention to 
create a “Washington of the North”.

Together with the Governor General’s 
wife, Lady Aberdeen, a plan began to 
beautify the new Dominion Capital, 
making it worthy of international 
regard.  In 1899, the Ottawa 
Improvement Commission (OIC) was 
established with a mandate to beautify 
the city.



One of the OIC's first projects was the Rideau Canal Driveway 
(now Queen Elizabeth Driveway).

Four years following its establishment, the OIC hired Frederick G. 
Todd, who in his 1903 report recommended constructing a 
ceremonial boulevard linking Rideau Hall, Parliament buildings 
and preserving large natural parks connected by a networked loop 
of parkways that included a “Western Driveway”, west of the 
Experimental Farm, northward to the river at Prince Arthur 
Islands that were later named Bate, Riopelle and Cunningham in 
honour of the original OIC Chairmen.

Image Above:  Special Report of the Ottawa Improvement Commission from its inception in 1899 until March 31st, 1912, p. 11, 
https://archive.org/details/specialreportofo00otta/page/10/mode/2up

Ottawa Improvement Commission 
(1899–1927)

Federal District Commission 

(1927 – 1949)

National Capital Commission 

(1949 – present)

Frederick Todd, cir 1903, ~29 

yrs old



About 
Frederick G. 
Todd

Born March 11, 1874 in Concord, New Hampshire, Frederick G. 

Todd was Canada’s first resident landscape architect, living in 

Montréal, Québec.

After graduating in 1896 from University of Massachusetts in 

Amherst, Todd apprenticed at the firm of Frederick Law 

Olmsted, Olmsted known as the Father of Landscape 

Architecture in the US, whose work included Central Park in 

New York City, Boston’s Emerald Necklace, Mount Royal Park 

in Montréal, and the first and oldest coordinated system of public 

parks and parkways in Buffalo, NY, which heavily influenced 

Todd’s proposal for the Ottawa Improvement Commission in 

1903 (report image right), which recommended a connected 

network of parkways and public parks that be kept in perpetuity 

for future generations to enjoy.  The report is a Harvard 

University School of Graduate Design case study on urban 

planning – Harvard University stamp is on the bottom left.

Todd created a “Garden City” template which he used to design 

Shaughnessy Heights and Port Grey in Vancouver, and Port 

Mann on the Fraser River townships, as well as Bowring Park 

in Saint John’s, Newfoundland, and developed the model city 

plan for Town Mount Royal, Montréal.



Lands bought 
by OIC to 
create 
western 
driveway

In 1909, the OIC purchased 
land in anticipation of 
building a Western Parkway, 
though work was delayed due 
to flooding along the river 
where the OIC planned to 
connect to Prince Arthur 
Islands.

Above:  July 21, 1921, Ottawa Citizen 

article “Preliminary Work Starts on 

The West End Driveway”

Above:  July 9, 1921, Ottawa Citizen 

article left, “O.I.C. to Start Work At 

Once on New Road”

Above:  Sept. 23, 1909, “To 
Go On Next Year – 
Extension of Driveway West 
of Experimental Farm”



The Federal Plan Commission, 

Established in 1913 by Order-In-Council of Prime 
Minister Robert Borden, Edward Bennet and Sir 
Herbert Samuel Holt authored a comprehensive 
plan for the rapidly growing Federal Capital.

(Document cover right and report image on next page; Holt was 

president of Royal Bank of Canada and reported by Montreal Gazette 

as “the wealthiest man in Canada” credited to his business savvy, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Samuel_Holt.)

The Report, titled ‘Report of the Federal Plan 
Commission on a General Plan for The Cities of 
Ottawa and Hull’ or Holt Report/Bennett Report 
(image right) was written by renowned Chicago 
architect and urban planner Edward H. Bennet 
(1874-1954 portrait left) a highly regarded founding 
architect of America’s “City Beautiful Movement” 
(1893), and who worked on plans for the cities of 
Chicago, San Francisco and West Point Military 
Academy.

Ottawa Improvement Commission 
(1899–1927)

Federal District Commission 

(1927 – 1949)

National Capital Commission 

(1949 – present)

Edward H. Bennett residence, ChicagoEdward H. Bennet (1874-1954 portrait left)



The Holt/Bennett report (image right) recommended 
expanding on Todd’s 1903 beautification proposal 
report recommendations, acting on the 
development of a cohesive network of federal parks 
and parkways, including formally establishing 
Gatineau Park.  The report further recommended 
the creation of a Federal District similar to 
Washington, D.C., giving full federal authority 
over the capital’s development, and the abolishment 
of municipal Ottawa and Hull governments.

National Capital Commission 

(1949 – present)

Federal District Commission 

(1927 – 1949)

Ottawa Improvement Commission 
(1899–1927)

In 1927, the Ottawa Improvement 

Commission was renamed the Federal 

District Commission despite the 

Holt/Bennett Plan being shelved, though 

many of its recommendations were ultimately 

carried out over the subsequent decades.

Holt’s family estate, Castle Carberry, Ireland

Sir Herbert Samuel Holt (1856-1941) portrait by Yousuf Karsh



In 1936, Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King commissioned 
renowned French town planner Jacques Gréber (1882 – 1962, a well-known contributor to the City 

Beautiful movement) to act as an advisor for planning in the Capital.  Due to WWII, 
the plan known as the Gréber Report was not completed until 1950.

Ottawa Improvement Commission 
(1899–1927)

Federal District Commission 

(1927 – 1949)

National Capital Commission 

(1949 – present)

The World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893 

is often credited with ushering in the City Beautiful 

movement.

City Beautiful Movement
Advocates urban beautification for the 
benefit of a developing city’s citizens, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_Beautiful_movem

ent .

Image above:  Jacques Gréber portrait by Yousuf Karsh

Each of the commissions 

successfully invested in 

securing council of world-

famous, leading urban 

planning experts and 

successful professionals to 

maximize the success of their 

vision and goal to create a 

capital city worthy of 

international acclaim.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World%27s_Columbian_Exposition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_Beautiful_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_Beautiful_movement


The Original Path of Island Park Drive

The orange line is the Canadian Pacific Railway line, present day 

OC Transpo transitway just north of Scott Street.

Note the northern end of IPD with an indirect approach to the 

bridge, requiring travellers to make a hard right at the base of the 

bridge to head north.  The first bridge span was built in 1923.  

Even in 1923, the area was susceptible to flooding, evidenced by the 

visible black water shadowing creeping into the shore’s lands.  

The new bridge approach was built shortly thereafter.

The original pathway of Island Park Driveway used a “wig-wag” 
design to slow traffic and create a ‘leisurely drive’.  Note the 
inclusion of Island Park Crescent before construction of the 
Queensway.  

In 1928, the Canadian National Railway (blue line) bisected 
Island Park Drive at where now stands Kitchissippi United 
Church, originally named Kingsway United Church (1948), 
named in honour of the 1939 Royal Visit by King George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth. A royal train reception platform had been 
erected on the site where the church sits today. 



193 Island Park Drive

239 Island Park Drive

Original Homes of 

Island Park Drive

A 1928 GeoOttawa arial 
map of Island Park Drive from 
Scott Street to the river, the first homes on that section 
were 193 (1st home) and 239 (2nd home).



A 1928 GeoOttawa.ca arial photo shows the first 
homes on Island Park Drive between Carling and 
the Canadian National Railway (now Queensway) 
were 707 Island Park Drive, and 734 Island Park 
Drive with evidence of 725 and 753 in the process 
of being built where can be seen worn paths from 
construction vehicles.

725 IPD

734 IPD

707 IPD

753 IPD



575 Island Park Drive, now 575 Island 
Park Crescent, was built in 1927 by 
John and Lucy Rochester, whose 
family-owned Rochester Farm, where 
now is Rochester Street.  The family 
pioneered Canadian cobalt mining. 
John’s great, great grandfather John 
Rochester is considered one of the 27 
American founders, registering his 
arrival to the USA at Grouse Point, 
NY in 1786.  There, he made his 
fortune farming, providing food and 
beer to American troops.

605 Island Park Crescent was home to 
Anglican missionaries “Billy” and 
Catherine Hoare who travelled to 
Herschel Island to live with Native 
tribes, minister and establish trade.

605 Island Park Crescent

575 Island Park Crescent



Island Park Drive @ Richmond Road had a 
traffic circle, as did Carling @ Island Park 
(image above, and right, courtesy Dave Allston, Kitchissippi 

Museum, and LAC)

Traffic Calming – Traffic Circles 
Added at Island Park Major 
Intersections

Removing Traffic Circle, 

Ottawa Journal, April 2, 

1957 (left), and Traffic 

Circles article (right), 

Ottawa Journal, July 9, 1957

Arial photos of Carling @ Island Park traffic 
circle, c. 1945 (immediately above, left), and Richmond 
Road @ Island Park, (immediately above, right), c. 
1928.  Right photo (IPD @ Richmond), top is north. 
Note St. George’s Church on Piccadilly Ave 
parallel and right of Island Park Drive.  351 
Island Park is just north of the circle is visible, 
making it one of the oldest homes on IPD.  
The Richmond Rd. circle was removed in 1947.



Oddly, it wasn’t until April 1936 
that work was announced to 
start on the parkway system 
extension from Dow’s Lake 
through the Experimental Farm 
to connect to Island Park Drive 
at Carling Avenue (image right article from the 

Evening Citizen April 23, 1936).



Original Plans for Island Park Driveway shopped at 

Harmer according to old 1948 City of Ottawa Fire 

Insurance Map bottom right.  Homes immediately north 

of Carling were considered to be on Huron Ave. East 

according to OnLand registered Plans 152206 and 169018 

(image top center and bottom left).  Homes between 

Harmer and Huron had yet to be built.

Huron was originally planned to continue south to what 

is now Fisher Ave. 





Founder and Chairman of C.A. Fitzsimmons & Co. Ltd. (1878) and 
founding member and Past President of the Ottawa Real Estate 
Board, Past President and founding member of the Real Estate 
Institute of Canada. 

 Several of Clayton’s children continued in real-estate, including son 
Alex who co-created the industry’s Multiple Listing System (MLS).  
The home sits on six lots and is now owned by the Embassy of Portugal.

Clayton Alexander Fitzsimmons  

   (Real Estate Founder and Leader, 1905-1949)



“Arkley/Shields 

(Lila Arkley & Dr. James Douglas Shields)  734 Island Park Drive

Ottawa Citizen, Oct. 10, 1933 - Dr. 

JD Shields Appointed Pension 

Medical Examiner

Built in 1927 for James 
Douglas and Lila 
(Arkley) Shields, an 
Army Corps surgeon, 
and Chief Surgeon of 
St. Michael’s Hospital, 
Toronto, and was 
appointed Pension 
Medical Officer.  Dr. 
Shields married Lila 
Jane Arkley June 9, 1921 
and had 2 children, 
Dorothy and William.  
Lila Arkley is the 
daughter of W. H. 
Taylor and Isabel 
Arkley who built 585 
Island Park Crescent.



The “Crabtree House”  (built 1927 by builder Henry Gauvin)

The Glengarry News, July 26, 1946 – 

First Offering Of Porcelain Steels Ltd

Chapter 1:  The Original “Owner” – the builder – Henry Gauvin
Henry Gauvin purchased the lots for what is now known as 753 and 725 on Nov. 30, and Dec. 1, 1926 respectively.  

Gauvin was local builder who specialized in Tudor homes with hand hewn timbers.  He purchased the lots of both 

present day 753 and 725, ideal corner lots to showcase his quality building skills as people entered Island Park.  

Gauvin never lived in either home – his name not appearing in the phone directories.  He did rent out the homes 

for a year – likely to fetch a higher buying price for the homes as prospective purchasers drove by:

753 rented to Dudley and Laura Corelli

Captain Armand Dudley Corelli was a WWI veteran, serving in the 104th Battalion of the Canadian 

Expeditionary Forces, known for their fierce battlefield reputation as “Storm Troopers”; and

725 rented to John A MacKenzie

Gauvin declared bankruptcy on the 725 property with George Welch of Welch Accounting firm its trustee.  

George Welch’s brother Henry ended-up buying 725.

Gauvin later became President of Porcelain Steels Ltd. that manufactured low-cost porcelain enamelled steel 

bathtubs, plumbing fixtures, tiles and porcelain steel clapboard siding.  The company sold shares @ $3 to raise 

$500,000 to build a manufacturing plant (article right).



The “Crabtree House”  Chapter 2:  The Cochrane Family

1956 Queen’s University Yearbook – 

McDonald, Currie & Co, Weldon Cochrane

The 1931 Census has Weldon Irving (29 yrs old, image right), his brother Donald Gordon 

(“Gordie”, 25), their father Charles H Cochrane (a widower who was 75 yrs old at the time of 

the census), Weldon’s wife Adrienne (26) and their daughter Delmar Grace (1) all living at 

(then) 83 Island Park Drive.  The Cochrane’s father immigrated to Canada from England and 

operated a “wholesale tea and coffee grinder business” that the boys helped with.

The home was sold to Harry and 

Margaret Isobel Crabtree in 1938, 

where they lived until 1952

With a Queen’s University Commerce degree, 

Weldon later worked for various accounting firms, 

was Secretary of the Treasury, and retired as senior 

partner at Coopers and Lybrand Chartered 

Accountants.



Harry and Isobel Crabtree purchased 753 Island Park in 1938 and remained until 1954, the longest residents of the home where they had 

had 4 children, Peter Harry, David Ralph, Sallie Margaret, and John Richard.  Harry and Isobel retired to Beamsville in southern 

Ontario in 1956.

The “Crabtree House” Chapter  3:   Harry & Isobel Crabtree

Harry was a WWII veteran and one of the original Metropolitan Life executives when they set-up their Canadian 

headquarters in Ottawa.  Both Harry and Isobel were very active in community fundraisers and charitable events.



The “Crabtree House”    Landmark Cattanach ruling brings the end of the

        Cold War Chapter 4:  Federal Court Judge Angus Alexander & Verena Cattanach

The significance of Federal Court of 

Canada Justice Angus Alexander 

Cattanach’s landmark ruling can be 

summarized:  his ruling was very 

likely a strong contributor to the end 

of the Cold War.  

The US White House had asked 

Canada to test its cruise missiles 

given Canada’s vast, unpopulated 

areas.  Justice Cattanach ruled that 

testing cruise missiles is 

unconstitutional and infringes on 

Canadians’ rights of freedom, life 

and liberty, despite military 

arguments that ‘one has to burn a 

village to save it’.

Exchequer Court of Canada.

Montreal Gazette, Sat. Oct. 1, 1983



 David Sim 

       Deputy Minister Customs & Excise Division 

                                       of National Revenue

Left:  Ottawa Business Journal, April 14, 1962,”Revenue’s Sim Dean of DMs”, and photo right and cited 

content from Ottawa Journal, Sept. 6, 1963 “David Sim Retiring Next Year”

Born in Glasgow, Scotland, May 4, 1899, Sim came to Kitchener, Ontario with his 

parents in 1911.  After high school, he completed his education with the Army and 

enlisted in 1915 and served overseas in 1916 at the age of 17 with the 1st Canadian Infantry Battalion, reaching the rank of 

Major.  Riddled with shrapnel, a German infantry soldier used his passport to enter allied lines at Passchendaele in 1919 to 

surrender and bring Sim to field surgeons who saved his life.  Sim returned to Canada with an interest in the banking 

industry and landed with Bank of Nova Scotia, then Waterloo Trust & Savings and married his beloved Ada of 34 yrs.

In 1946, Sim was made a 

Companion of the Most 

Distinguished Order of St. 

Michael and St. George, and 

earned General Service, 

Victory, Jubilee and 

Coronation Medals (images 

left), is past President of the 

Ottawa Rotary Club and 

Canadian Club.

He and Ada then built 730 
Island Park Drive in 1940. 



        David & Ada Sim (continued)

                                  Deputy Minister of Revenue Canada – Customs & Excise                 

  

Figure 1  Ottawa Journal, Dec. 2, 1941 - Sim Thumps 
Table Proves Prices Board Supreme

He later landed a job as a personal assistant to 
Hon. W.D. Euler, Minister of National Revenue. 
David and Ada moved Ottawa in 1927 and stayed 
on through the change of government under 
Hon. E.B. Ryckman whereafter his career 
skyrocketed.  Sim was later appointed 
Commissioner of Excise with deputy status at 
the age of 34 – one of the youngest appointments 
of its kind in Canadian history.  

The first test to his Wartime 
Profiteering legislation was when local 
hoteliers tried to increase the price of a 
pint of beer by a nickel.  Sim crashed 
the hoteliers meeting and thumped the 
table to make his point that if the 
hoteliers threaten suing, he’ll beat them 
to the punch in the courts.  “You 
gentlemen aren’t talking the same 
language as me”, remarked Major Sim.  
“So if that’s the way it is …. “  He won.

Their son, David Alexander Sim was 

part of the first graduates of the 

Carleton College (now Carleton 

University) Commerce program, 

articled with George A.Welch LLP 

Accounting Firm, and married Dorothy 

Welch, daughter of Henry and Frances 

Welch at 725 Island Park Drive.

The week before Canada entered WWII, Sim and two 

other senior officials (also Scots) were urgently 

summoned to the office of the Labor Minister, Norman 

Rogers.  Sim anticipated a call to join the Cameron 

Highlanders of Ottawa, but was surprised to learn 

Rogers assigned the three to devise an unprecedented 

federal agency that would block any wartime profiteering 

and prevent shortages of food and industrial materials.  

The agency was called the Wartime Prices and Trade 

Board, also known as the “Sim Commission” or “Sim 

Committee”, which created the first and one of the most 

powerful government apparatus ever created in Canada.  

Sim served as a Canadian Delegate to international 

conferences on trade, and was also appointed member of 

the National Joint Council.  

May 14, 1947 Ottawa Citizen – 

Report David Sim to Move Over to 

National Revenue

In 1947 Sim became Deputy Min of 
the newly joined Customs and 
Revenue Department.



Henry Richard Welch  1891 – 1968

Henry Welch and Clifford Johnson founded Welch & Johnston 
Automotive, a group of electrical engineers, with original offices at 
474-476 Bank Street @ Flora in 1920, then later located at 400 
McLeod.  Below is a photo of their storefront showcasing new 
radios.

When the builder of 725 Island Park Drive filed for bankruptcy, 
they enlisted the services of George Welch, Welch Accounting.  
When driving past the home with his brother, Henry made an 
offer before the bank stepped-in, offering builder Henry Gauvin a 
better outcome.

Image left, Welch Automotive, 474-476 Bank St., Ottawa 

shop window 1920, LAC PA-056301 Mikan 3382938



Montreal architect P. Roy Wilson McGill, who won the Queen Elizabeth II Silver Jubilee Medal, 1977 designed the home for John F. Booth, 704 

reflects many features of the Arts and Crafts architectural design.  Although the Ottawa heritage register lists this house as dating from 1936, 

city directories list it with either no number or a different street number as early as 1933.

It is one of the most photographed and notable homes in all of Island Park Drive.  Like the grand homes built for most notable residents, it sits on 

a 2+ lot parcel, set-back from the street so passer-by traffic can take in the beautiful design and hand-chiseled Gatineau Park granite exterior.

It is hard to imagine there were two J.F. Booths living on Island Park at the 
same time, but it’s true.  Originally thought to belong to John Frederick Booth, 
son of lumber baron JR Booth, 704 Island Park, one of the most photographed 
and well-known homes of Island Park Drive was home to John Franklin Booth, 
a highly acclaimed agricultural economist with degrees from the University of 
Saskatchewan and Ph.D. from Cornell where he also taught for several years. 

       

“The Other” J.F. Booth (John Franklin & Fern Booth)                  

 Slide Courtesy of Michael Payne, Christmas lights photo  © CHRISTOPHE LEDENT

 

In 1929, John Franklin Booth returned to Canada to establish the Economics Division of 

the Department of Agriculture which he directed until his retirement in 1960.  He was 

the author of several ground-breaking books on agricultural economics – especially 

cooperatives – and acquired numerous honours including an honorary doctorate, a 

fellowship in the American Agricultural Economics Association, and an OBE.  He 

helped found the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and 

undertook work for the World Bank.

A summary of his career can be found here:
https://www.saskaggrads.com/uploads/newsletters/1970-

1979/1977/SAGA%20Volume%20147%20June%201977.pdf

https://www.saskaggrads.com/uploads/newsletters/1970-1979/1977/SAGA%20Volume%20147%20June%201977.pdf
https://www.saskaggrads.com/uploads/newsletters/1970-1979/1977/SAGA%20Volume%20147%20June%201977.pdf
https://www.saskaggrads.com/uploads/newsletters/1970-1979/1977/SAGA%20Volume%20147%20June%201977.pdf


Booth’s work in 

Malaya for the Bank 

of Canada (image far 

left), and July 1946 

London Gazette 

article announcing his 

award of the Order of 

the British Empire 

(image center)

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                             “The Other” J.F. Booth (continued)

                                                                                       Courtesy of Michael Payne



      Benson Howard Sparling Beach - son of Benson C. Beach – Beach Foundry

   partial contents courtesy of Dave Allston, Kitchissippi Museum

   Full story found at https://kitchissippimuseum.blogspot.com/2015/03/the-beach-foundry-kitchissippi-landmark.html 

Sept. 10, 1923 Ottawa Journal Ad

Beach Foundry was founded in 1894 
by Benson C. Beach of Winchester 
when he was 24 who decided to 
build a better, more affordable and 
beautiful stove than any offered on 
the market – their signature 
product, The Maple Leaf, “replete 
with fancy and intricate scrollwork, 
gleaming with its blackhead 
polish”. Within a short time, sales 
took off and he expanded his 
manufacturing operation to Hinton 
Street, Ottawa.  

Benson Clothier Beach’s son 
Howard Sparling worked for Beach 
Foundry and later built himself a 
home on Island Park Drive.



Charles Burchill Lynch       

                                 (Canadian Journalist, Order of Canada)

• In 1977, Lynch was made an Officer of the Order of Canada for his "vitality, insight and integrity shown during his forty years of reporting the news".

• In 1981 he was inducted into the Canadian News Hall of Fame, and awarded an honorary doctorate of law from Mount Allison University.

• In 1998, the National Press Club of Canada established the Charles Lynch Award in his honour.

In 1943, Lynch joined Reuters News Agency as a World War 
II correspondent.  He was one of nine Canadian reporters to 
accompany troops ashore on D-Day, landing with them at Juno 
Beach.

Lynch moved back to Canada in 1958 to assume the role of 
Ottawa Bureau Chief of Southam News, later making a historic 
two-month trip to communist China in April and May 1965, 
writing an uncensored, Western perspective of the country’s 
politics and people under Chairman Mao Zedong less than a year 
before the Cultural Revolution.



Born in 1894 in Renfrew, John Lansing Rudd 
was the son of Stafford Rudd, lumber 
industrialist and former mayor of Arnprior.  
Lansing was elected President of the Life 
Underwriters Association of Ottawa at the 
Chateau Laurier in May of 1946.  

He and his wife Elsie Maye Bradley Spittall 
of Montreal lived at 715 Island Park until their 
deaths in 1965 and 1966 respectively. 

The J. Lansing Rudd Scholarship at Carleton 
University was endowed in 1967 to award 
students for academic advancement in the 
field of mathematics.

Lansing Rudd 1894-1965  & Elsie Maye Bradley Spittall Rudd
     President Underwriters 715 IPD

Ottawa Journal, May 17, 1946



Originally in the Ottawa phone directory as 41 Island Park, 707 was built in 1927 for Alexander Scott 

Cram, a 1904 McGill engineering graduate and defense mapping surveyor with the Department of the 

Interior.  707 is the first residential entry on Island Park Driveway after Canadian Johns-Manville Co 

Ltd @ 475 IPD.

Cram / Dunlap      707 IPD

The home was sold in 1956 to Mary K and Frank E Dunlap.  Frank was an OHL, NHL, and CFL professional athlete (see 

Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Dunlap).  He received a scholarship to play football at Notre Dame in 

South Bend, IN as quarterback.  His scholarship was canceled when the US entered the war after Pearl Harbor, so he 

headed back to Toronto to study finance at St. Michael’s College was called up to play 8 games with the Toronto Maple 

Leafs where he earned the nickname “Judge”, then later for the Ottawa Senators and various OHL teams.  He was accepted 

to Osgoode Hall for law and played 8 yrs in the CFL with the Toronto Argonauts, ended his sports career quarterbacking 

for the Ottawa Rough Riders, capturing the Grey Cup in 1951. He and Katherine had 4 sons.  Frank was appointed to the 

bench in 1967 and remained a judge until his death in 1993.

Frank’s brother John Gerard (“Jake”) Dunlap won Grey Cup 
titles as both a defensive lineman and GM in the CFL, playing 11 
football seasons as a defensive lineman with both the Toronto 
Argonauts and Ottawa Roughriders and was best known for 
blocking a kick that led to the only touchdown in the 1950 38th 
Grey Cup game in Toronto, popularly known as the “Mud-
Bowl”.  Jake was the first CFL player to wear a face mask after 
repeatedly breaking his nose.  He later became GM of the Rough 
Riders in the 1970s and built Grey-Cup winning squads in 1973 
and ‘76.  He was later inducted into the Ottawa Sports Hall of 
Fame.  Frank and Jake later founded their law firm Dunlap & 
Dunlap that is still family run today.

Jake Dunlap #56, Toronto 

Argonauts  1950, jersey #51

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Dunlap


Early Autumn Gatineau Park, 1990, oil on board.

New York Times, Feb. 21, 1939.

Bruce Heggtveit (Alpine Dynasty Family - Racer & Artist)

Bruce Heggtveit was born in Maidstone, Saskatchewan in 1917 into an artistic family of 

Norwegian descent. His family is well known in the ski racing world.  Although drawing 

and painting regularly from an early age, it was not until the early seventies that he decided 

to pursue a full-time career in art.  He had a second love for competitive skiing and juggled 

these two interests for all of his life. Alpine racing was a strong influence in this 

Norwegian family.  Bruce and brother Eugene dominated ski racing according to New 

York Times article right, and niece Anne Heggtveit who regularly stayed at Bruce’s home, 

was twice world champion and won 

Olympic gold in 1960 alpine slalom event.

Maclaren’s Mill Wakefield, 1988.  Oil on panel.

North River Ste. Marguerite, 1973.  Oil on panel.



Anne Heggtveit (Olympic  Gold Medal and 2 x World Champion Slalom and GS 1960

Born January 11, 1939, Anne Heggtveit is a former alpine ski racer from Canada. She was an Olympic 
gold medallist and double world champion in 1960.

At the age of 15 in 1954, Heggtveit first gained international attention when she became the youngest 
winner ever of the Holmenkollen giant slalom event in Norway.

At the 1960 Winter Olympic Games in Squaw Valley, California, Heggtveit won 
Canada's first-ever Olympic skiing gold medal. Her victory in the Olympic slalom also 
made her the first non-European to win the world championship in slalom and 
combined. Heggtveit was the first North American to win the Albert-Kandahar Trophy, 
the most prestigious and classic event in alpine skiing.

Heggtveit was inducted into
     Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame – 1960  
     Canadian Olympic Hall of Fame – 1971
     Canadian Ski Hall of Fame – 1982 
     Member of the Order of Canada – 1976

Anne Heggtveit Portrait by Malak Karsh

Her Canadian mother, Doll Clark, 

was a descendent of Mary Osgood, 

one of the Witches of Salem. Her 

father, Halvor Heggtveit, had 

arrived in Ottawa, ON, via North 

Dakota, his parents having emigrated 

through Ellis Island from Norway 

years before.

Skis above were 

made for Anne 

Heggtveit by Bruce 

Heggtveit when she 

was 2 yrs-old.



Jack & Syrille Snow – Richer & Snow Jewellers

Founder of Snow Jewellers, later renamed Richer & 
Snow Jewellers, Jack Snow founded the Jack Snow Dog 
Derby (image right) which is credited as the precursor to 
Winterlude.  Considered one of the best promoters in the 
city, Snow hosted 3 dog derbies in all, a balloon derby, 
sponsored more than 100 sports teams and more – 
drawing crowds of thousands to bring business to 
Ottawa.  The dog Derby outgrew its original Byron 
Street location and moved the event to the Canal.  Note 
the large crowds on the Laurier Street bridge.



Many of the charter members of the Rideauview Golf Club (image above) 

are prominent Jewish businessmen whose legacy is alive today in Ottawa.

Jack Snow’s basement is where Rideauview Golf Club was chartered, 
where “all are welcome” at a time when Jewish applicants were not 
allowed memberships at the Royal Ottawa and other golf clubs.

in the Snow’s basement… (continued)
Trumpy Yacht interior 

(image left) and basement of 

674 IPD immediately below

Side note:  interestingly, Snow’s 

basement was designed to look like 

the main salon of a Trumpy Yacht – 

custom luxury yachts made for royalty 

and the affluent at Trumpy 

headquarters in Annapolis, Maryland.



    Jack Snow – continued

Long regarded as the best promoter in the 
city, Snow sponsored more than 100 sports 
teams and events, including the Jack Snow 
Dog Derby, and once encased diamond chips 
in the sidewalk concrete outside his Sparks 
Street Mall store with a sign that read, “you 
are walking on the most expensive sidewalk 
in the world”.  His philanthropy and 
promotional skills landed him on the Ed 
Sullivan Show in 1969.

Ottawa Citizen, Oct. 11, 1069, 

p. 13

Ottawa Journal, Mon., 

Aug. 17, 1953 – Pellers 

Capture Jack Snow Cup.

A CBC News documentary on the Sparks Street Mall opening can be 

viewed here https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/sparks-street-

ottawa-reopens-1967-archive-video-1.3628993



Jack Snow – Panda Game

Well-known for supporting local sports teams, and perhaps Snow’s most enduring contribution 
to Ottawa sports was Snow’s donating “Pedro the Panda” that spiced-up the rivalry between 
Ottawa U and Carleton football teams.  Pedro made his debut Thanksgiving Day, 1955, and was 
packed-up and enshrined at CFL Hall of Fame in 1980, after Pedro’s 25th anniversary.

The idea for the Panda Game and the stuffed panda, Pedro, was hatched by a University of 
Ottawa student and sports editor of the Ottawa U Fulcrum newspaper Brian Mc A’Nulty who 
sought to spark a rivalry with Carleton.  As a well-known (sports) event promoter, Mc A’Nulty 
asked Snow to display the panda in his Sparks Street Mall store window.  A staged 
"bearnapping" of Pedro, orchestrated by Mc A’Nulty, sparked the rivalry and the tradition of the 
Panda Game.

The first Panda Game, played in 1955, saw Carleton beat the Gee-Gees 14-6, and Pedro was 
parachuted to the winning Ravens' captains.  The success of the Panda rivalry resulted in the 
largest attendance ever in Canadian interuniversity sports history at the time -  17,596 attendees 
in 2015 – the rivalry having made its way to the David Letterman Show, and can be viewed at 
https://youtu.be/G-JXGiOkXWU



The Finnie family is a dynasty of banking financiers.  The family hails from Arnprior where the first “branch” of 
the Bank of Ottawa opened 2 weeks prior to its first headquarters at 140 Wellington St. @ O’Connor where now 
sits Victoria Chambers. 

David Cameron Finnie’s grandfather David MacLachlan Finnie was the Bank’s General Manager and Chief 
Operating Officer for its entirety, retiring in a wealthy state after the Bank’s merger with Scotiabank in 1919.  

642 Island Park was gifted to David Cameron and his wife Aileen Jean as a wedding present with a legacy from his 
grandfather’s estate.

David Finnie remains Island Park Drive’s only connection with the Bank of Ottawa.

David Cameron & Aileen Jean Finnie
Story lead and contents by Dr. Gordon Watt 

New Bank of Ottawa Head Office location on Wellington St., c. 1901, decorated for the Royal Visit of the Duke and 

Duchess of Cornwall and York, the future King George V and Queen Mary.  Photo by William James Topley / LAC

Bank of Ottawa, $5.00 note, November 1880, hand-signed by James 

Mclaren, President and George Burn, Cashier. Note the 

lumberjacks in the central vignette.  Photo courtesy of Bank of 

Canada Museum.

Victoria Chambers, 1902 was the first home and head 

office of the Bank of Ottawa’s in Ottawa at the corner of 

Wellington and O'Connor Streets, across from 

Parliament Hill.  Photo by William James Topley / 

Archives Canada, PA-008946  The head office later 

moved a few doors down on Wellington Street (image 

left).

The Bank of Ottawa was founded by Ottawa Valley lumber pioneers in 1874 to 
support the growth and expansion of the region’s lumber industry.  Its first 
branch opened in Arnprior two weeks before opening its headquarters at 140 
Wellington Street at O’Connor where now sits Victoria Chambers (Image 1 
above).  In 1884, the Bank of Ottawa moved to into its new head office building 
on 128 Wellington Street (image left), a short distance from its original offices.

By the time of its merger with Scotiabank in 1919, the Bank had 96 branches from Quebec 

to British Columbia with sixty Ontario, was highly profitable and the only chartered bank 

headquartered in Ottawa – an enormous pillar of pride for Ottawa residents.  Aside from 

successfully growing the bank, Finnie’s legacy was securing all staff retained their jobs, 

seniority and pensions during the Scotia Bank merger.



Kingsway (Kitchissippi 
United) Church 1948

Now Kitchissippi United Church, this mid-century church began 
life where stood the royal train reception platform from the 1941 

Royal Tour of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, the 1951 Royal 
Tour of Princess Elizabeth and Prince Phillip, and President 

Truman visit of 1947.

Ottawa Architect Watson Balharrie was the lead 
architect retained after having just won the runner-
up slot in housing design competition in Atlanta.  
Balharrie became a partner of the prestigious firm 
Richards & Abra in 1945 after the passing of 
Richards in 1944.  The church’s team of architects 
also included Island Park native Sidney Lithwick of 
Hazelgrove & Lithwick.  Officers of the church 
named were Island Park residents Clarence 
Marshall (485 IPD), Lorne McCoy (495), Dr. H.J. 
Keith (505), Henry Welch (725), and Harry 
Crabtree (753).  Balharrie later became Chairman of 
the Sparks Street Mall Design committee.

Ottawa Journal, Wed., Jan. 21, 1948 – 

“Kingsway Church Officers Named…”



William Hoare eventually worked for the Government of the Northwest 

Territories and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (R.C.M.P.) until 

1931, and returned to Ottawa (citation:  

https://gnwt.accesstomemory.org/hoare-catherine).

Catherine wrote a full diary documentary of their lives which can be 

found at https://gnwt.accesstomemory.org/uploads/r/northwest-

territories-

archives/f/4/a/f4ac2059bdff5ffc899ca89a9e90d9f8464557298973b4d94d0c3e

ff73b01f26/N-2013-022-1-1.pdf

Catherine Alisha (Cowan) 1888-1982 & William Henry Beer Hoare 1890-1948

Built in 1925 by Catharine Alisha Hoare, 605 Island Park 

Crescent is the oldest home on city records of Island Park’s 

history, whose original address was a sizable lot at 49 Edina on 

the tax roll documents.

Initially, William (“Billy”) Hoare left Ottawa for Herschel 

Island to act for the Anglican Church as a missionary. He 

returned after five years and married Catherine Cowan, who 

had been training to be a nurse in Ottawa.  In 1920 they traveled 

to Aklavik, where they were to establish an Anglican mission.  

Billy remained in the north until 1931, and Catherine raised their 

daughters at their Island Park Drive home. 
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https://gnwt.accesstomemory.org/hoare-catherine
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Arthur Brown & Estelle Wright 
                   Great, great, great grandson of founder of Hull, PQ, Architect

593 Island Park Crescent was built in 
1937 by Arthur B. and Estelle Wright, 
Arthur a direct descendant of 
Philemon Hull Wright after whom 
Hull, Québec is named.

Ottawa Citizen, Sat., July 4, 1925 - The 

Descendants of Philemon Wright Jr. - 

Arthur Brown Wright (article right).  

United Empire Loyalist Emblem left.

Philemon Wright (September 3, 1760 – 
June 3, 1839) was a Woburn, 
Massachusetts farmer, lumberman 
entrepreneur who founded the Ottawa 
River timber trade in 1806. He was also 
founder of what he named Columbia 
Falls Village, mostly known as Wright’s 
Town, Lower Canada or Wright's 
Village to others, the first permanent 
settlement in the National Capital 
Region of Canada. Wright's Town, was 
later incorporated in 1875 and renamed 
Hull, Québec, and then in 2002, as a 
result of a municipal amalgamation, it 
acquired its present name of the City of 
Gatineau.

Interesting research through the 

years has established that through 

his own family and that of his wife, 

Abigail, Philemon Wright's family 

members are related to every 

President of the United States with 

the exception of Martin Van Buren 

and Donald Trump, and also related 

to the English Royal family[30]

Citing:  The Wrights. A Genealogical Study of the 

First Settlers in Canada's National Capital Region, 

Patrick M. O. Evans, National Capital 

Commission, pg 169

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philemon_Wright#cite_note-30
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philemon_Wright#cite_note-30
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philemon_Wright#cite_note-30


Arthur B. & Estelle Wright 
                                            Architect and Mining Advisor

According to the 1931 Canadian Census, Arthur was an 
architect, though was invited to sit on the board of 
Toronto-based W.J. Marshall & Company, a mining 
speculation company that specialized in gold mining.  
Image right shows Arthur’s position as Vice President of 
their Sol-D’Or Gold Mine Ltd.

Despite his status in the city, 
Wright was up for a good fight 
and on more than one 
occasion, confronting thieves 
who tried to steal his car 
(story left), and apprehending 
thieves who broke into his 
home.

The family headstone (image 
left) can be visited at St. James 
Cemetery in Hull.



George A. & Hilda Welch Welch Accounting Firm LLP

Ottawa Journal, Sept. 20, 1940 - George 

A. Welch buys Arthur B. Wright 

Residence 525 Island Park Crescent

George Welch was just 10 years old when he lost his father and consequently left 
school to take on paper routes as means of supporting his family. One of these 
routes led him to the doorstep of Ernest A. Larmonth, a local businessman, 
chartered accountant and insurance agent. Larmonth soon came to know the young 
boy and hired him to work for his business, suggesting Welch give up one of his 
routes to hand deliver important documents on his behalf. Welch eagerly jumped at 
this offer, and as time went by, Larmonth became a mentor to Welch, encouraging 
him to take correspondence courses in accounting and finish his education.
Article content

As Welch’s coursework progressed, Larmonth presented an opportunity that would 
change the course of Welch’s life — upon completion of his coursework and 
obtaining his Chartered Accountant designation, he would be made a partner in 
Larmonth’s firm.  Welch received his Chartered Accountant designation in 1917 and 
became partner.

By 1918, Welch, a now confident businessman, and Larmonth, agreed to go their separate ways 
with Larmonth pursuing his growing insurance business and the young CA eager to start his 
own firm. Thus, that same year, Welch founded George A. Welch, Chartered Accountant and 
Auditor at the Elgin Chambers on Confederation Square. He quickly achieved success and 
thriving business led to relocation of the practice in 1921 to the Jackson Building on Bank Street 
and then to the Victoria Building on Wellington Street in 1929.



Rolla Law Crain, Jr. 1865 - 1947 (Printing Magnate)

One of Island Park’s most magnificent homes, the land to build “Fenholm” was 

purchased in 1928 and home built in 1929 by Rolla Law Crain (1865-1947).  The son of 

Merrickville printer, Rolla Law Crain Sr., Crain’s family founded and owned Crain 

Printing, the largest printing business in eastern Ontario, and in Canada’s book of 

Who’s Who (photos right).

Crain was renowned for caring greatly for his staff, creating a company program called 
“People Care” that ensured his employees had opportunities to improve their careers and 
take part in recreational activities.  He was also engaged in many charitable work projects 
and organizations.

Crain Park at 375 Byron was inaugurated in October 2023 in his honour https://ottawa.ca/en/city-

hall/city-manager-administration-and-policies/policies/administrative-policies/commemorative-naming/previously-approved-and-use-
commemorative-names#section-bd9c846d-2b0c-4fc9-9ab0-4341c65abeb2 

He died in 1947 at the age of 82 and was succeeded by two sons who built printing and 

bookbinding plants across Canada – their headquarters at 190 Richmond Road (image below), 

now the site of Loblaws. By the time of its sale in 1989 to an international conglomerate, after 

94 years under family management, sales were over $100 million and the company employed 

over 1,000 people.
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                                                                         Fred & Tudor Caldwell
                                    EB Eddy executive      story by Gord Watt

After the Crains lived in Fenholm for fifteen years, they sold it to Fred Caldwell, an executive with 
the Eddy Paper Company, the largest employer in Hull.  The E.B. Eddy Company was founded by 
Ezra Butler Eddy, an American who had learned to make matches in Vermont before moving to Hull 
– first to manufacture matches, then to make lumber and wood products, and finally to operate a pulp 
and paper business.  The match division had been sold, and lumber and wood products manufacturing 
wound down before 1956, the year that Fred Caldwell became president of the Eddy Paper Company, 
the sole remaining operating company of the E.B. Eddy Company that, by then, had been bought by 
the Westons.  Its paper business varied.  The company made writing paper and envelopes, stamps, 
tickets, newsprint and the ubiquitous White Swan toilet paper.

The picture above shows Eddy’s at its most impressive period. This is Island Park 

Drive’s connection with the largest remaining wood-based business along the river. 

Ottawa Citizen, Jan. 

11, 1957 right, and 

photos of Tudor and 

Fred Caldwell above.



W. H. Taylor Arkley (1898 – 1958)  & Isabel E. F. Arkley

Arkley owned the finest men’s clothing store in the city at the time, “Taylor 

Arkley:  the Tailor” which was located at 213 Bank Street at Queen, and later 

expanded to 300 Wellington Street as the City’s west end grew.

He and his wife Isabel built 585 IPC in 1929 where they raised their two daughters.

Both Taylor and Isabel were heavily involved in the social scene and Lions Club, 

Taylor a wonderful actor and singer.

WWI Veteran, W. H. 

Taylor Arkley and Isabel 

Fraser of Pembroke married 

for the first time in 1923 

when they were both 25 

years old.



Lawrence & Audrey Freiman
Lawrence is the son of Archibald Jacob Freiman (next slide), founder of Freiman 
Department Stores that later became The Bay.  Lawrence worked with his father and 
took over as President as AJ’s health declined.  

The Freiman name was iconic in Ottawa and his son, Lawrence Freiman, also 
continued its reified status, being even more involved in the cultural landscape of 
Ottawa and the international trends than his father. While studying at the Harvard 
Business School in Boston after his undergraduate at McGill University, he was 
exposed to the big city life of New York and its diverse arts and culture(Freiman 
1978, 69). This undoubtedly influenced Lawrence when he came back in 1931 to help 
the struggling Depression ridden store.

As large malls and national department store chains expanded into Ottawa, Freiman 
accepted an offer to sell Freiman’s assets to The Hudson Bay Company in 1972, with 
the condition all employee pensions would be honoured and a one-year co-branded 
transition.  In 1973, Freiman stores were officially rebranded The Bay.

Lawrence was the first Chairman of the Board of Directors of the National Arts 
Centre, and the street that runs behind the NAC was named Lawrence Freiman 
Lane.

Similarly, Lawrence’s wife Audrey Freiman, devoted her life to community and 

serving the allied war efforts, leading a team of 500 women who sewed thousands of 

pieces of clothing for the war effort with wool provided through the Red Cross and 

funds raised through fundraisers.

Ottawa Citizen, Aug. 15, 1941 – Audrey Freiman, 

Ottawa Ladies in War Work

Lawrence and Audrey Freiman with Prime 

Minister and Mrs. Diefenbaker, c. 1965



A.J. Freiman Department Stores
Archibald Jacob Freiman (image left) was born in Lithuania in 1880, and emigrated to Hamilton, ON.  The 
Freiman’s rose to become the most successful department store in Ottawa because of its prominent location 
at Mosgrove and Rideau Streets, its aggressive marketing and its low prices. The company also operated 
stores in Westgate, St. Laurent Shopping Centres as well as discount stores called Friemart in Shoppers City 
West and Shoppers City East.

Freiman’s was later run by A.J. Freiman's son, Lawrence, who lived at 585 Island Park Crescent.  Freiman’s 
was later acquired by Hudson’s Bay Company looking to expand east of Manitoba.  A full family biography 
can be found at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freiman's 

Freiman's was also the centre of an important battle 

against anti-semitism. In the 1930s, Ottawa police 

officer Jean Tissot, affiliated with Adrien Arcand’s 

fascist movement, attempted to rally Christian 

Canadians to boycott Jewish businesses. Freiman's, as 

the most prominent Jewish owned business in Ottawa 

was at the centre of his attacks. As a result, Freiman 

filed suit against Tissot, who was subsequently found 

guilty of criminal libel. The staunch condemnations of 

Tissot in the mainstream press and the utter failure of 

his movement to find support among the people led to a 

sound defeat for anti-semitism in Ottawa.

Freiman’s wife Lillian started poppy sales to support 

troops (image right from the Evening Citizen .  Among 

the principal donors is Crain Printing, Freiman’s next 

door neighbour on Island Park Crescent.

Ottawa Journal, June 22, 1973 – Freiman’s to become The Bay, and A.J. Freiman logo 1920 center.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freimans


Photo above: CA037018, and article below, Ottawa 

Journal, May 19, 1939, image center, LAC A-033967

LAC Photo by Malak Karsh e11074422

The image top left shows Freiman’s signage on the side of 73 
Rideau Street building that illuminated at night – image top 
right by Malak Karsh.  In May of 1939 Freiman was by far the 
most decorated storefront for the 1939 Royal Tour of King 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth.  It may be no coincidence 
that Freiman lived less than 200 yards from where the Royal 
train reception platform was erected for the royal visit.

Image right, from the National Arts Centre fonds, a photo of 
(left to right) Lawrence Freiman, Prime Minister Lester B. 
Pearson, and Queen Elizabeth II at her Majesty’s 1967 visit to 
Ottawa during Canada’s Centennial, unveiling a plaque 
announcing the future site of the National Arts Centre 
(https://nac-cna.ca/en/stories/story/queen-elizabeth-ii-and-
her-special-relationship-with-the-nac

A.J. Freiman Department Stores continued
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Mrs. A.J. (Lillian Bilsky) Freiman – Poppy Campaign
A. J. Freiman’s wife Lillian (Bilsky) Freiman started poppy sales in Canada to 
support troops (image left), making the first poppies by hand in her living room at 
the Freiman home at 149 Somerset Street West, Ottawa.  The home and Lillian 
were awarded Heritage Status and a plaque from Historic Sites and Monuments 
Board of Canada stand outside the home that was later donated for military use and 
known as The Army Mess, recently renamed the National Capital Region Officers’ 
Mess.

AJ and Lillian later moved to Island Park Crescent, living beside Rolla Law Crain, 
one of the Poppy Campaign’s largest donors.  The first official Poppy Day was 
celebrated Nov. 11, 1921.

Lillian later was awarded the Order 

of the British Empire for her work 

supporting veterans, and saving 

thousands of wartime orphans, 

bringing them to Canada, 

https://www.canada.ca/en/parks-

canada/news/2018/10/press-

backgrounder-lillian-bilsky-freiman-

1885-1940.html 

The Evening Citizen, Nov. 3, 1934 – Buy a Poppy

Image immediate right:  Historical Sites Canada plaque for 

Pattee/Freiman House – 149 Somerset St. W.

Image right:  Freiman home at 139 Somerset St. W., now 

the Army Mess
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Daniel Baillie Rochester (1854 – 1939)

& Lucy Helena (Cole) Rochester (1866 – 1957) 

575 Island Park Crescent was built in 1927 for Daniel and Lucy Rochester, Daniel was the grandson of John 

Rochester, an early settler of Bytown after whom the street is named where once was Rochester farm.  A 

pioneer, he brought the cobalt mining fields into prominence in the early 1900s.  He was the manager of Cobalt 

Lake, among other high profile mining properties as well as active in the early development of Noranda.  

Daniel’s great, great grandfather John Rochester arrived in North America at Rouse’s Point, NY from 

Tweed England in 1786 and is considered one of the 27 American founders.  He made his fortune selling bread, 

beer and meat to the troops.  Daniel acquired his family’s industrial spirit amassing a considerable wealth, and 

among good company on the street.  Daniel’s uncle John was the 7th Mayor of Ottawa, a freemason, and co-

founded the Ottawa Free Press.  His funeral’s attendees included many Ottawa 

dignitaries, senators, cabinet ministers, religious leaders and industrialists.



Dr. Gordon Armstrong & Mary (“Molly” Burnett)

Born in Hong Kong to Presbyterian missionary parents, Gordon 
Armstrong graduated from Queen’s Medicine in 1948 and trained in 
orthopaedic surgery in Canada and England, returning to Ottawa where he 
practiced.

In 1980, Dr. Armstrong received a request to perform surgery on Deng 
Pufang, eldest son of Chinese revolutionary leader Deng Xiaoping, after he 
was tortured and thrown out of 3rd floor window at Peking University in 
1968 by Red Guards during the Cultural Revolution.  Deng Pufang was 
denied medical treatment, relegating him to a wheelchair, on the grounds 
his father was labeled a revolutionary capitalist.

Armstrong’s Island Park Drive neighbour was Canadian journalist Charles 
Lynch who had interviewed Deng Xiaoping during his historic two-month 
trip to communist China in April and May 1965, writing an uncensored, 
Western perspective of the country’s politics and people under Chairman 
Mao Zedong.  Familiar with Armstrong’s orthopaedic surgical skills, 
Lynch recommended Deng Pufang come to Canada for treatment.  Deng 
was secretly transported to Ottawa for the operation – the foundational 
catalyst for a formal partnership between the Ottawa Civic Hospital and 
Beijing Union Memorial Hospital with Chinese delegations coming to 
Ottawa for training.

In 2001, Dr. Armstrong was awarded the Order of Canada for his 
significant contributions to improving the lives of people with 
spinal injuries, and awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond 
Jubilee Medal for his involvement with the National Research 
Council of Canada led to advancements in clinical assessment and 
implant design for patients with spinal deformities.
Dr. Armstrong passed away in 2018, but his legacy lives on through 
the Gordon Armstrong Combined Spine Program at The Ottawa 
Hospital’s Civic Campus, inaugurated by his son Dr. Doug 
Armstrong and colleagues. The program honors Dr. Armstrong’s 
commitment to excellence in orthopaedics and neurosurgery, 
embodying his vision of enhancing patient care through learning, 
innovation, and research



Designed by renowned Ottawa architect Werner E. Noffke, the Tudor-Gothic Kirkpatrick mansion was 
built for Queens University metallurgy professor Stafford Frederick Kirkpatrick (1878-1943) who was 
part of a distinguished team that invented the process used in gold mining that separates gold from 
arsenic.  The manor is now home to the Peruvian Ambassador.  

Werner Noffke’s stately designs include:

• Ambrose O’Brien Residence (453 Laurier Ave.
• Ambrose O’Brien Country Residence, Meech 

Lake, Chelsea
• Mohr Residence “Greystone”, 540 Acacia Ave.
• 443 Daly Ave, Polish Ambassador’s Residence
• 5 Rideau Gate, South African Embassy
• Central Post Office Ottawa
• Hope Building, 61-63 Sparks Street

and many more…

S. F. Kirkpatrick Residence         (Peruvian Ambassador’s Residence)



Above portrait by Yousuf Karsh, Dec. 
1, 1936, sitting # 2713, National 
Archives of Canada, Box #RV2 101, 
Item #4343330
Passed:  Nov. 16, 1943

A prominent scientist and businessman, 
Dr. Stafford Kirkpatrick invented several new 
innovations in the mining of Canada’s 
mineral resources, specifically how to 
separate the valuable minerals from other 
rock sediments.

The Kirkpatrick family tree has many notable 
Canadian leaders:
• Judge Stafford Kirkpatrick of 

Adolphustown
• Thomas Kirkpatrick, was elected the first 

mayor of Kingston, ON, and served as 
Queen’s Council in 1846

• Sir George Airey Kirkpatrick, 1892 Ontario 
Lieutenant Governor

• Records on Dr. Stafford’s parents from 
Manitoba have yet to be found

Dr. Stafford F. Kirkpatrick
 (Doctor, Inventor, Philanthropist, Innovator, 1878 - 1943)



Werner E. Noffke (1878–1964) was an architect in Ottawa, best 

known for his residential works.  His houses, some of the 

grandest in the city of the time, are designed in a large variety of 

styles, most in an eclectic style, often with Mediterranean 

influences.

Notable structures built by Noffke use Georgian Revival, Tudor 

Revival, Art Deco, Modernism Shift/International Style and 

Spanish Revival and include properties such as the Peruvian 

Ambassador’s Residence 529 Island Park Drive, the Ottawa 

Central Post Office, Ambrose O'Brien's Residence, 1928 (now 

Signatures Cordon Bleu School Restaurant), the NCC owned 

O’Brien House, (now a boutique hotel), 539 Island Park Drive – 

Kirkpatrick Residence, 589 Island Park Crescent, 255 Harmer Ave 

– one of 3 Noffke residences in Ottawa, and (yet to be 

determined) 725 Island Park Drive, and 481 Island Park Drive, 

and many more.  A book of his works written by Shannon 

Ricketts is available for sale.  His life works can be read at the 

Goethe-Institute Ottawa.

Werner E. Noffke
About the Architect of Kirkpatrick’s home:



Edward Marshall & Agnes (Daly) 

                                                                                 Walsh   (Ottawa Drug Company)

Designed by architect Henry J Morin, 525 Island Park was built in 1936 for Edward Walsh and 
his wife Agnes (Daly) where they both lived until their deaths in 1959 and 1980 respectively.

Above left:  Ottawa journal, Mon., Jan. 19, 1959:  Edward M Walsh Head of Ottawa Drug Company 

Dies at 76 yrs-old (b. 1845).  Center: Ottawa Drug Company Limited, 455-459 Sussex, photo courtesy 

UrbBlogspot.  Right: Ottawa Journal, Nov. 24, 1936, 525 Island Park architect Henry J. Morin

Edward was President of The 
Ottawa Drug Co. Ltd, whose office 
was 455-459 Sussex Drive.  His 
mother was  Mary Louise Fulford – 
the Fulford family of Brockville 
also made their empire in 
pharmaceutical manufacturing 
selling their famous “Pink Pills for 
Pale People”. Additionally, the 
landscaping for both the Brockville 
Fulford and Walsh homes was 
conducted by Olmsted Brothers. 
Despite the namesake, industry 
similarities, and using the same 
landscaping architects, no evidence 
has yet been produced to connect 
the families. 



William Edward & Lillian Haughton      
           (Haughton, Dixon, Burger & Young law firm)

William Haughton portrait by Yousuf Karsh

Haughton was the senior partner of Haughton Dixon Bulger and Young – the largest firm west of 

the downtown core in the 1950s – mostly criminal defense work – their most famous case defending 

Eugène Larment, Albert Henderson and Wilfrid D’Amour who on October 22, 1945 staged a daring 

robbery of the Canadian Warm Museum, stealing three Thompson submachine guns used in 

WWII, two automatic pistols, and four WWI revolvers.  The subsequent pursuit resulted in 

Larment’s shooting and subsequent death of Detective Thomas Stoneman which received Larment’s 

death sentence – one of the last in Canada.  Larment’s prior escapades included a shootout on Island 

Park Drive and across the Chaudière Bridge in 1940.

Haughton’s 1948 Rotary Club speech could easily be today’s patriotic anthem:  “We must be proud 

to be Canadian.  Canada is a great country where all her citizens demonstrate goodwill and good 

understanding.”

 
Unfortunately, Haughton fell ill and died a couple of years after building their home.

510 Island Park Drive was designed by Island Park Drive 
architect Sidney Lithwick – retained by William and 
Lillian Haughton who purchased the land from 
neighbour Richard Beamish.  



The home was sold to Hugh Grant in 1960.  Grant was president of Hugh M. Grant Limited (322 Catherine 
St.) one of the largest construction companies in the 1950s and 1960s, which later became Dufresne Piling and 
eventually bought by Tomlinson Construction.

Grant came from a construction background whose patriarchs successfully constructed lines and bridges for 
several different railways.  Hugh M. Grant’s construction business was quite different, in that it focused on 
construction and excavation of office buildings around Ottawa’s Parliamentary precinct. In 1967, Grant’s 
purchased Dufresne Well Drilling and transformed it into a pile-driving company.  Grant Construction 
eventually became Tomlinson Construction.

Hugh & Jeanette Grant   - Grant Construction Ltd.  (not the actor)

Excavation of Campeau Corporation’s Place de 

Ville between Lyon and Kent @ Sparks St, Photo: 

CA023093. Thirty to forty 260-horsepower dump 

trucks were kept in continuous operation, hauling 

6,000 tons of rock a day. To exit the pit they had to 

climb a vertiginous 30-degree ramp.

In 1979 Pretoria bridge was demolished and new underwater piers were built. A footbridge 

was constructed just north of the location to accommodate pedestrians and bicycles. 

Contractor, Hugh M. Grant, built the superstructure and installed the mechanical and 

electrical systems in 1980. Final work was completed in 1981

Pretoria Bridge c. 1968Grant Construction drawings for redesigned bridge to include foot-bridge for pedestrians and cyclists



Frederick & Jean Gamble        

                                                                                                         (Murphy Gamble Department Store)

Urbsite, Sept. 11, 2011 “Sparks Street – Then & Now

https://urbsite.blogspot.com/2011/09/more-sparks-street-

then-now.html.  Murphy-Gamble c. 1955 @ 118-124 Sparks St.

The Rideau Room @ Murphy Gamble Department 

Store uploaded to Flickr by R.D. Barry, 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/rdb466/14117863249/i

n/album-72157689595320201/

Ottawa Citizen, Aug. 15, 1941 – Murphy-

Gamble sale ad

Frederick Gamble worked for his brother Samuel who was 
partner of Murphy-Gamble Department Store on Sparks Street.

John Murphy & Company on Catherine Street, Montreal was founded 

in 1867 and opened its Ottawa location, purchasing the bankrupt 

Argyle House (1870) at 66-68 Sparks Street that sold dry goods 

catering to Ottawa’s elite.  Oversight of the Sparks Street store was 

given to Murphy’s son-in-law Samuel Gamble, named VP.

Murphy held a sale to offload Argyle’s inventory that caused 
shopping frenzy mayhem requiring police help.

Murphy retired at 70-yrs-old, selling his Montreal location to 

Simpsons.  In recognition of his hard work, Murphy renamed the 

Sparks Street store Murphy-Gamble.

The enormous success resulted in Murphy-Gamble building a 
new ‘Chicago-style’ 5-storey fireproof concrete and steel 
building, the first of its kind in Eastern Ontario in 1910, at 118-
124 Sparks that included the famous “Rideau Room” dining 
room (image left).  The building architect was Ottawa’s 
Colborne Powell Meridith, its builder Frederick W. Carling.  
The building was named “The Carling” in honour of its builder, 
after whom is also named Carling Avenue.  Murphy Gamble 
would later be bought by Simpsons in 1971.

Frederick Truman Courtenay 

(right), and  with wife Jean and 

son Hugh above
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Gordon & Etta Caplan
                                                                                                                             Caplan’s Department Store
                                                                                                                             Slide Contents by Dr. Gordon Lindsay Watt

Caplan’s Department Store was founded by Caspar Caplan who 
came to Ottawa from Lithuania in 1893 with 63 cents in his pocket 
and speaking no English.  He started bartering small wares to 
famers in exchange for food, which he carted to the city to sell.  
Caspar saved enough to open a shoe store at 207 Rideau, then 
moved to Lebreton Flats where the Great Fire of 1900 wiped out 
his family home and business.

In 1936, Gordon & Etta 

Caplan bought 517 

Island Park Drive 

(image top right) where 

they lived until their 

deaths.

He rebuilt his life opening another 

store in 1916 at 491 Sussex selling 

clothing and linoleum.  Caplan’s grew 

to become a retail landmark along 

Murphy-Gamble, Freiman and 

Ogilvy.  Caspar’s two sons Solomon 

(“Sam”) and Gordon eventually took 

over operations of the store after their 

father’s death in 1943.  Interestingly, 

they purchased 517 Island Park from 

Frederick & Jean Gamble of Murphy-

Gamble, another of the region’s 

successful department stores



Ernest John & Alma (Eleanor Rowena Oborne) 

McMeekin (Mining Engineer and CPR)

Born in Stonefield, Québec in 1891 and Montréal (Westmount), 
Quebec in 1897 respectively, Ernest McMeekin, graduated from 
McGill Engineering in June 1914 and worked as a civil mining 
engineer for the Dominion Government.  He enlisted with the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force in 1917 and later met and married 
Eleanor Rowena Oborne of Westmount, Montréal in 1923.  They 
lived at 44 Clarendon Ave. before building 513 Island Park in 1940 
where they both stayed until their deaths – Ernest in 1970 and Alma 
1990.  They had no children.

Alma’s father, James Oborne was the General Superintendent for 
the CPR for the Eastern division of Canada in Montreal from 1903-
1906.  According to the 1901 Census, James Oborne made $10,000/yr.  



Sarah and Frederick Thomas Graves (1898 – 1958)  

505 Island Park was originally sold to Sarah Graves 
in 1928.  She married Frederick Thompson Graves 
who was 74 years old and retired in 1928, after 39 
years of owning F.T. Graves Ltd. Hardware at 92 
Sparks Street.  Frederick T. Graves passed away in 
January 1936 of a pulmonary embolism, the year after 
selling the home to the Keith family.  Graves 
obituary (next page) mentions he was recognized as 
one of Ottawa's best-known businessmen, leaving 
behind an estate valued at $389,263 when he died, 
leaving an endowment for children’s charities.

Image above from 1903 

Ottawa City Directory 

pages shows Graves 

Brothers Hardware at 92 

Sparks.  The building 

(image below, courtesy 

LAC) is no longer 

standing today.  Note E. 

Ackroyd Accounting Firm 

immediately right of 

Graves Hardware



Raymond A. & Hazel J. Seasons       
~ Riordon Pulp & Paper, and The Globe and Mail

Raymond Seasons was born in Stonecliffe, Ontario, in 

1896. He graduated from McGill in 1917 with a 

Bachelor of Arts degree.    Thereafter, he worked as an 

accountant with the protégée Riordon Pulp and Paper 

Company for a while. Though forgotten today, this 

powerful paper company, which may have been 

Canada’s biggest in its time, acquired the Globe and 

Mail newspapers separately and joined them together 

before selling the newly created Globe and Mail. The 

bankrupt Mail was acquired to satisfy Riordan’s unpaid 

bills for the supply of newsprint. 

The Globe was purchased. Riordan also created a company town it originally named 
Temiskaming, on Lake Temiskaming, not far from where Mr. Seasons was born. In 1920-21, 
pulp and paper companies experienced a severe postwar slump in prices. Riordan Pulp and 
Paper fell into receivership. It was probably when the Riordon Company failed that Mr. 
Seasons moved downstream to Ottawa and purchased Edge Plumbing and Heating and turned 
it into a successful business.  It did not continue beyond 196, the year Mr. Seasons died. In 1932 
Mr. Seasons built a house at 509 Island Park Drive, and he and his wife Hazel lived together in 
it until 1960. Mr. Seasons was active in the Ottawa Construction Association and the Ottawa 
Boys and Girls Club as well as many other community associations and activities.



Annie Robina Gray & 
Dr. Henry James Keith

The Graves sold their home to Annie Gray Keith in 1935 , a secretary of the Ottawa 

YMCA and second wife of widower Dr. Reverand Henry James Keith, doctor of divinity, 

and president of Ottawa Neighbourhood Services for many years.  

Henry James Keith was born September 10, 1875 in Smiths Falls, to David Keith 
and Ann Baxter – both of notable Scottish elite.  Ann Baxter hails from Angus 
where the Baxter family built their fortune bringing power-weaving to the city of 
Dundee, and generously endowed the city with public realm vistas including 
Baxter Park.  The Baxters were considered Scottish elite, having built Kilmaron 
Castle near Cupar around 1820 (image below).  Their textile weaving was said to 
produce superior craftsmanship, earning the privilege of crafting the sails for 
Christopher Columbus’ ships.

Kilmaron Castle, Angus Scottland built 1820 for Sir David Baxter, uncle to 

Ann Baxter

Reverend Keith was a respected community 

leader whose funeral Sept. 1953 (image left) 

included Ottawa leaders including the mayor, 

members of Parliament, and many notable 

business leaders.



Robert Baillie Gamble 

Built in 1929 by famous architecture firm Richards & Abra for Robert 

Baillie Gamble and Frances Eliza Gamble.

Robert Gamble was a professional curler turned life insurance agent.  

Robert was an active member in the Lions Club, he raised his son Bruce at 

499 IPD, where he passed in 1944 at the age of 78, his wife Frances passing 

away later that same year in 1944 at the age of 80, at which time the family 

home was sold to Dr Lindsay Owen Watt and his wife Millicent. 

Robert Gamble’s funeral, written about in the Ottawa Citizen, 1944 listed 

many noteworthy attendees, including his neighbours, John F. Booth, 

Jackson Booth, Mayor Lewis, Aldermen, Senators, and local business 

executives.

Robert Baillie Gamble’s mother and Daniel Ballie Rochester’s mother 

(Rochester @ 575 Island Park Island Park Crescent) were sisters.
March 28, 1929 Ottawa Citizen article 

announcing construction of Gamble home 

courtesy Dave Allston (above, right)



Dr. Lindsay Owen & Milicent Watt       (Obstetrician)

Dr. Lindsay Owen Watt graduated with a degree in obstetrics and gynecology 

from University of Derby in Derby England – a sorely needed profession with 

only 200 obstetricians-gynecologists at the time of his graduation, when the 

government was trying to improve baby and mother survival and health to 

offset the impact of the war on England’s population.

During the war, Dr. Watt was appointed a constable (officer) by the police 

department with his “beat” the Darby Hospital so he could continue to deliver 

babies, rather than be on the battlefield.

After moving to Canada after the war, Dr. Watt developed a reputation as the 

leading expert in his field.  He was appointed Chair of the Grace Hospital where 

he ensured its facilities provided superior care.  Grace became the hospital to 

have babies and also worked out of the Civic Hospital.

Dr. Watt’s son Gordon said his father regularly made house-calls, regardless the 

time of day, on if on a holiday.  All-in-all, Dr. Watt is credited with delivering 

over 50,000 babies throughout his career.

Image above is a black & white sketch of 

the Watt home, commissioned by  the 

Watts which they used for greeting 

cards and party invitations.



Richard A. & Mabel Beamish       (Beamish Stores)

R.A. Beamish (photograph portrait left by Karsh) purchased the lot for 500 Island Park Drive in 
1949.  Beamish built up a province-wide chain of variety stores, selling dry goods, small 
wares and Canadian-made clothing.

Starting from a single store in Perth in 1930, to forty-one stores scattered throughout 
various small municipalities in Ontario and one in Quebec, Beamish has several Ottawa 
locations including 89 Montreal Rd, Richmond and Churchill, City View (Merivale & 
Clyde) and its most prominent location, Bank at Laurier (image bottom left). 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10161870393250019&set=pcb.125030224

5120493.  Right:  Beamish ad Dec. 16, 1969 Ottawa Journal

The stores were sold to Army-Navy stores, after which the 
family relinquished control, and Beamish stores gradually closed, 
its last Van Cleek Hill location closed in 1972.  The picture left 
shows a typical Beamish store.

Today, there still exists the R.A Beamish Foundation that keeps 
Mr. Beamish’s memory alive through funding various local 
charitable works, with Beamish’s grandson Andrew Beamish as 
President.

Car Image Right:  Beamish’s  1947 

Packard Clipper now owned by Phillip 

Griffin (Kanata) image right.

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10161870393250019&set=pcb.1250302245120493
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10161870393250019&set=pcb.1250302245120493


Joe & Betty Feller
       (Joe Feller Menswear, Rideau Street, Ottawa)

Escaping the USSR via the kindness of the 

Ukrainian people, Betty Goldman and her sisters 

made their way to Canada where she later met Joe 

Feller, a man of humble Jewish beginnings.

Joe Feller Menswear opened its doors in 1937, and 

by 1955 was the largest men’s fine clothier in the 

country.  

Joe and Betty generously endowed the 
Ottawa Hospital Foundation.

Their home (shown right) had a wrought-iron 
“F” on the chimney stack until intentionally 
sold (entrusted) to the Ukrainian Embassy.

The home is presently 

the residence of the 

Ukrainian Ambassador 

to Canada

“Doorway to a Man’s World”



Connie-Gail Feller  

 (Miss Canada 1962)

Miss Canada 1962, Connie stepped down 
due to contractual conflicts.

Ms. Feller attended Ottawa University, 
with a BA in Art, producing many pieces, 

a few shown below and right.  

The piece far left was donated to the 
Ottawa Jewish Archives in 2024 and 

hangs in their library.

            

Connie-Gail married Nathanial Salomon of  

Montreal where they raised their three children.  

Only recently did Connie-Gail pass away Sept. 25, 

2023.  Her children donated a piece of  her art (far 

left) to the Ottawa Jewish Archives in her honour.



Hopper Brothers Luxury Builders – 
                                           William J. & Laura Hopper

485 Island Park Drive was built in 1929 for Laura and William 
J. Hopper.  

William John Evans Hopper and his brother James Harvey 
Hopper started their construction firm, William having taken 
architectural studies handled the architectural work, building 
high-end homes in up-scale neighbourhoods of Rockcliffe, the 
Glebe, and Island Park.   They were well reputed for building 
high-end construction with cork insulation.

Sept. 8, 1930 Ottawa Citizen left and right of center. Hopper 

– Caldwell – Yates and Allied Families (book 1987, OPL) center 
top.  Feb. 9, 1937 obituary, Ottawa Journal, far right.

Contents of slide supplied by Dave Allston



Clarence W. & Mildred Marshall
                                 Dominion Structural Steel & Dominion Reinforcing Steel

Clarence Walker Marshall married Mildred Stoneham in 2013 in Montreal.  They had 2 sons 
Welsford “Wels” Allen and Clarence Kenneth “Ken”.  Clarence W. Marshall founded Dominion 
Structural Steel and Dominion Reinforcing Steel that won many large, structurally challenging 

contracts, including the 47-story Place Ville Marie building in Montreal, the underground nexus, 
Beauharnois Locks lift bridges at Iroquois that spans the St. Lawrence Seaway, image below.  Their 

prominence in bridge construction led to partnering with and subsequent acquisition in 1958 by 
Dominion Bridge who constructed most all of the bridges connecting Canada and the United States.

In 1961, Clarence’s sons founded Marshall Steel, which exists today 
with their son Jeff Marshall serving until his passing in 2012.  
Marshall steel is a multi-billion-dollar company serving many sectors 
including aviation and defense.

Article left:  Montreal 

Gazette, Mon. Mar. 28, 

1966 - Obituary of 

Clarence W Marshall



Robert Henry (“Harry”) & Mary Elizabeth Meagher

Robert Henry (born Oct. 15, 1881), the son of Mr. 
John Meagher, a well-known Irish character and 
story-teller with his own newspaper column called 
“Old Time Stuff”.  Harry married Mary Elizabeth 
(Dooley) on June 4, 1908.  They purchased 477 
Island Park in 1928 where they raised 4 children, 
Robert, Muriel, Florence and Joseph.  

Ottawa Journal, Mon, Oct 18, 

1943, “Harry Meagher Dies in 

Montreal (left).  

In his younger years, Robert worked for his father’s company as a carpenter, making fine wood 
cabinetry  of specialized species of woods, in Arnprior at his father’s business.  

He was a veteran with the RCAF Division in Montreal, later owning his own “door and sash” 
company, located in Aylmer.
 



“Booth House” (1927)   Lot purchased by JR Booth for son John Frederick Booth, Booth Lumber Empire

Built for JR’s son John Frederick Booth, “Booth House” was the second home built on the 

west side of  Island Park Drive.  It is now residence to the Mexican Ambassador to Canada.

JF Booth was the Vice President of Operations of the Booth lumber empire.

The Booth family contribution to both our Capital and Country is immeasurable.  John Rudolphus Booth was one of the original Ottawa 
lumber operators, arriving the same time as other lumber entrepreneurs such as Henry Bronson, W.G. Perley, John Harris and E.B. Eddy.
By 1890, Booth had overtaken them all to become the largest lumber producer in the world, owning tracts of land larger than France, and 
built the Canadian Atlantic Railway from Georgian Bay to Vermont where his lumber was shipped throughout the world. (Wikipedia)

The Booth family wealth enabled them to build lavishly appointed homes on large double lot parcels using the finest building materials.

John Frederick Booth, 1909, 
courtesy of Archivianet

Not one for publicity, “Fred” was 
highly respected among 
employees and area 
businessmen for his humility and 
business genius.

Montreal Gazette, Aug. 

6, 1930, J. Fred Booth is 

Dead

The residence is presently 

the residence of the 

Ambassador of Mexico



Recognized by Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King as “one 
of the Fathers of Canada:  it is not too much to say that it is to men of 
such sterling worth and indomitable will as he possessed, more than 
aught else, that we owe the development of our Dominion.” - Wikipedia 

On his passing, Michael Grattan O’Leary of the 
Ottawa Journal noted that what people should 
remember about him [Booth] was that he was 
“not the great magnate whose wealth is the 
envy of many and the wonder of more, but the 
great pioneer, the man whose genius and 
imagination tamed the wilderness… and, above 
all, did more than any man of his time to build 
up this Ottawa Valley”. - Wikipedia Out of 8 children and his wife, JR is outlived 

only by 3 of his children:  John Frederick, 

Helen Gertrude, and Charles Jackson

Booth residence, Richmond Road, Ottawa, 

1881



The Booth family contribution to 
both our Capital and Country is 
immeasurable.  John Rudolphus 
Booth was one of the original 
Ottawa lumber operators, arriving 
the same time as other lumber 
entrepreneurs such as Henry 
Bronson, W.G. Perley, John 
Harris and E.B. Eddy.
By 1890, Booth had overtaken them 
all to become the largest lumber 
producer in the world, owning 
tracts of land larger than France, 
and built the Canadian Atlantic 
Railway from Georgian Bay to 
Vermont where his lumber was 
shipped throughout the world. 
(Wikipedia)

The Booth family wealth enabled 
them to build lavishly appointed 
homes on large double lot parcels 
using the finest building materials.

Image top left inset:  JR Booth, and above,  JR Booth in front of his Canadian Atlantic 

Railway timber train in Ottawa (right), early 1900s

News clipping far right:  J. Fred Booth

Booth Family, Lumber & Rail Baron



Charles Avery Dunning                                   

- Premier of Saskatchewan,  fed Minister of Finance, President & CEO Ogilvie Flour Mills, Chancellor Queen’s University

Slide contents by Dr. Gordon Watt

Following his retirement from business, Dunning became the seventh chancellor of Queen’s University.  In the role, he used his 

fundraising abilities to obtain for the university a large of money.  He also coaxed Colonel Robert Samuel McLaughlin, founder of 

McLaughlin Motor Car Company in 1907, one of the first major automobile manufacturers in Canada, which evolved into General 

Motors of Canada, into donating a new Engineering building to Queen’s.  Queen’s named a building after Dunning and an annual 

lecture is given in his honour whose attendees overflow to the hallways.

Charles A. Dunning purchased 470 IPD in 1938. He came to Canada from England at the age of 16, became a successful farmer, successful 

businessman and led the formation of, was a member of the board of directors of and eventually general manager of the Saskatchewan 

Cooperative Grain Elevators.  After four years, Dunning turned the cooperative into the largest grain handling company in the world.

He then entered provincial politics as a Liberal.  After holding various cabinet posts, Dunning became the third premier of Saskatchewan 

from 1922-26.  Mackenzie King recruited Dunning to Federal politics, and, in Ottawa, he held various cabinet posts  including Minister of 

Railways and Canals, and later Minister of Finance until his 1939 resignation following a heart attack.  As Minister of Finance, he 

powerfully leveraged Commonwealth allies to rebut the draconian 1930 United States Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act.

In 1940, Dunning started his second business career as president and CEO of Ogilvie 
Flour Mills. During World War II, Dunning was also chairman of both the National 
War Loans Committee and Allied Supplies Limited, a wartime company that 
coordinated Canada’s production of munitions and explosives.

https://www.queensu.ca/encyclopedia/

d/dunning-charles-avery

In 1985, Dunning was designated as a National Historic Person by the federal government's heritage registry 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/charles-avery-dunning.  His Wikipedia page can be found here 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Avery_Dunning. 

Dunning is a Person of National Historic Significance. 

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/charles-avery-dunning
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/charles-avery-dunning
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/charles-avery-dunning
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/charles-avery-dunning
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/charles-avery-dunning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Avery_Dunning


Charles Newton & Mary Dora (Kelly) Yetts
        “Hampton Cottage”

462 is a Tudor-style Arts & 
Crafts/Vernacular, hand-crafted 
home built for Charles Newton Yetts 
and Mary Dora (Kelly) Yetts by 
David Younghusband, one of 
Ottawa’s most prominent builders of 
high-quality craftsmanship.

Ottawa Journal, Wed., Sept. 

20, 1942, Sells 13 Homes for 

$100,000

Ottawa Citizen, Fri., Mar. 30, 

1979 – Civic’s first baby returns

Charles, a 40-year civil servant, retired as assistant 
chief treasury officer, Central Branch.  He was a 4th 
Degree Knight of Columbus, who with his closest
friend Major Charles Ford, one of Canada’s top Social Service 
Commissioners (of British nobility) were instrumental in creating the St. 
George’s Parish Credit Union that provided financial assistance to military 
service families post WWII.  Yetts and his wife Dora had one son, “Hal” 
(Charles Harold) who was the first child born at the newly opened Civic 
Hospital, delivered by Dr. Elizabeth Embury – one of the first women in 
Canada to practice medicine, and one of the founders of the Federation of 
Medical Women of Canada.

When Major Ford fell ill, C.N. and Dora took him into their home to care for 
him.

Ottawa Citizen, May 11, 1954 – C.N. Yetts 

Civil Servant Dies Suddenly (above), and 

Ottawa Citizen, Jan. 10, 1944 – Charles S. 

Ford, Social Services Official Passes (right)



“Hampton Cottage” – Brigadier Major General Daniel 

Everett & Etta May (Lyon) Dewar

Given Yetts’ passion to help military families, it is not surprising that their 
home was sold to Brigadier Major General Daniel Everett and Etta May 
(Lyon) Dewar when he was 62.  Dewar retired after 40 years with the Royal 
Canadian Ordnance Corp, was a highly decorated WWI veteran and 

awarded the Order of the British Empire degree of Commander 
distinction for his work in developing advanced munitions shells that 
enabled allied forces to produce munitions faster than before  An image of 
his military medals is below.  Image right, Ottawa Citizen, Feb. 28, 1963 – “Former head of 

munitions dies at 74”



Harry J. and Ethel J. Clark – Clark Dairy 1888
Slide by Dr. Gordon Watt  and by Jen Gillespie

Harry J Clark was President of Clark Dairy, now Neilson Dairy and well-

respected community leader in the 1930s and 1940’s.  He purchased 469 Island Park 

Drive in 1934, shortly after becoming Clark Dairy President.

Harry’s father, Edmund Wood Clark introduced the family to dairying in 1888, 

purchasing a farm on Merivale Road, becoming the region’s largest dairy operation.  

In 1900, Edmund organized other local farmers to form the Ottawa Dairy.  Clark 
delivered milk by horse-drawn cart.  The Clarks prided themselves on ensuring 
their horses were meticulously groomed with gleaming coats.

John Clark, Harry J. Clark’s father, eventually founded Clark Dairy at 634 Bronson Avenue in 

1932.  Later, Clark Dairy operated on Clyde Avenue.  Harry assumed the position of president 

shortly after its opening. Clark Dairy remained independently owned until 1974, when the 

business was sold to the Westons.  The Clark brand continued to be used in Ottawa until 1981, 

when it was changed to Neilson, a name which continues to the present day.

Westgate Mall opened in 1955.  In 1958, Clark's opened a popular dairy bar at Westgate 

Shopping Centre, offering ice cream, milkshakes, and other treats. The location later became 

Rockin’ Johnny’s restaurant that still operates today 
Clark's Dairy Bar at Westgate Shopping Centre 

1958 courtesy of Ross Dunn/Wikimedia Commons



       Barbara Samuels
                              Miss Teenage Canada runner-up

There were already two Miss Canada’s contributed by Island Park Drive, 
Miss Connie-Gail Feller (1962) of 480, and Miss Julie Maloney (1970) of 
250 Island Park Drive.  So when 17-year-old Barbara Samuels of 369 
Island Park was named runner-up for Miss Teen Canada, news outlets 
wrote, “What’s in the water on Island Park Drive?”

Figure 3 The Ottawa Journal, Wed., April 8, 1970, page 8, Miss Teen Canada Runner-Up Comes Home
Image top:  The Daily News, St. John's 

Newfoundland, April 9, 1970, page 11



The lot for 476 Island Park (image above) was originally 
bought by world renowned photographer Yusuf (and Solange) Karsh in 1939 who did not build 
on the lot – instead, taking-up residence at the Chateau Laurier where he was able to set-up a 
studio to photograph his famous clientele.  He sold the lot to Joe Saxe, a prominent businessman 
who founded Saxe Shoes at 75 Sparks Street, Ottawa (image far right) that is registered as a 
Federal Heritage Building.

Joe Saxe – Saxe Shoes 75 Sparks St.



Saxe also owned The Gatineau Golf 

and Country Club with partners 

Hymie Curt and Harold Copeland 

before buying them out in 1949.

Sax brought in big name acts like 

Cab Calloway, Louis Armstrong, 

Josephine Baxter and more making 

it one of thee place for live quality 

entertainment along with 

Barrymore’s.

Joe Saxe (continued)



John (& Peggy) Bogie (1926 – 2018)

In 1952, while flying for Laurentian Air Services, which he ultimately 
became president and owner, legendary pilot John Bogie co-founded 
and was first president and lifelong supporter of the Canadian 
Owners and Pilots Association.  John's prodigious leadership and 
tireless support of  general aviation have benefitted Canadian 
aviation organizations for decades.  In 2018, Bogie was inducted into 
the Canadian Aviation Hall of Fame.

John Bogie and Ottawa pilot Margaret 
Carson co-founded the Canadian 
Owners and Pilots Association (COPA) to 
represent small aircraft owners and 
pilots. John was elected as chairman.

2018 Canadian Aviation 
Hall Of Fame Inductee

https://cahf.ca/canadian-owners-and-pilots-association-copa/
https://cahf.ca/canadian-owners-and-pilots-association-copa/


Joseph Edouard & Lillian Handy 
– assistant to Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King

During the Cold War, 
several of Kings’ diary 
volumes went missing that 
correlated to an RCMP 
investigation about Soviet 
spies operating within the 
Canadian government.  The 
RCMP investigation was 
code named “Feather Bed”.  
The news scandal that arose 
was known as “The Feather 
Bed Scandal”.  It was 
rumoured that Handy had a 
‘hand’ in making the relevant 
journal(s) vanish.
 
Handy purchased 441 Island 
Park Drive in 1942.

Handy served as Prime Minister 
William Lyon Mackenzie King’s 
personal secretary from 1935 until 1950. 
This included the whole of King’s last 
term in office from 1935 to 1948 and a 
couple of years more until King died.   
Unlike a Principal Secretary, a position 
that deals with government affairs, as 
King’s personal secretary, Handy 
attended to and recorded all of King’s 
personal thoughts and personal 
correspondence. 

King was Canada's longest serving 
prime minister, an accomplished 
politician and a prolific writer. He kept 
an ongoing diary from 1893, until a few 
days before his death in 1950, in which 
he wrote down meticulous accounts of 
his life in politics and fascinating 
details from his private life.



Marina (Joseph) Kun (daughter of James & Nazima Beauchamp)

The Kun Shoulder Rest holds patents in over 100 countries 
globally, and their products and operations still operate in their
original location at 200 MacLaren St., Ottawa.  For 46 years, 
Marina (Beauchamp) Kun used her Lebanese family’s business 
savvy to grow Kun into a world-renowned business known for
their shoulder rest inventions and creating and repairing violins and violin 
bows, including Guarneris, Stradivaris, and more.  This earned Kun multiple
gold medals at the biennial international competition for violin and bow makers,
where Kun is globally recognized as best in class.  Raised under communism, 
Joseph left growing the business to Marina.

Born on April 13, 1930 under communism in Czechoslovakia, Joseph Kun came to Canada in 1968 and settled in 

Ottawa to work at the soon to open state-of-the-art National Arts Centre.  He taught violin, and married 

Marina Beauchamp (image bottom right), daughter of Nazima and James Beauchamp, 436 Island Park Drive, 

whose business savvy helped Kun patent his shoulder rest products in more than 100 countries and sales in the 

millions.  Prior to his invention, there was no comparable product available, and violin and viola players often 

struggled to find solutions to the discomfort experienced playing their instruments.  Together, Marina and 

Joseph’s company has dominated the market.

The Kuns funded a scholarship at the University of Ottawa, and 
supported the Palestine Youth Orchestra, National Youth 
Orchestra of Jamaica, donor to the National Arts Centre 
Orchestra, and a founding member of Ottawa’s Chamberfest – a 
cause close to Marina’s heart.

436 Island Park original home top 

right and new home underneath.



The Beauchamps owned “Beau-Champ’s Steak House” and later added roast chicken and a 

chicken coop sign at 339 Elgin St. – the newest addition to the Al’s Steakhouse umbrella in 1978.  

Coincidentally, the land on which 339 Elgin sits was originally owned by JR Booth.

Their home, 436 Island Park Drive was featured in the 1963 Ottawa Citizen Home Section for its 

innovative design and features that included hi-fi speakers throughout the home, and a fireplace wall 

separating the living room and family room.  The Beauchamps lived at the home until their deaths.  The 

home was later torn down for the new home that sits on the lot today.

James & Nazima Beauchamp 

      (Beau-Champs  Steak House Tavern, 339 Elgin Street)    story wording by Gord Watt

Evening Citizen, Fri., Dec. 5, 1952 – Beau-Champs Restaurant And Grill One of the Finest In 

Ottawa (top left), and 436 IPD featured in Ottawa Journal Home Section, Sat., June 29, 1963 (above)

Despite their French name, the Beauchamps were Syrian/Lebanese immigrants – Nazima 

nee Tannis of the Tannis Trading family.  

When Paul Anka became famous with his Diana hit in 1960, there were rumours he 

was related to Nazima Tannis, and that 436 Island Park Drive was built for Anka’s 

mother.  Despite being untrue, tour bus drivers brought tours down Island Park 

Drive, starting the rumour.  For years, the Beauchamps chuckled about the buses 

driving past with foghorns blaring this fiction.



Ottawa Electric Rail Company 1899

The Ottawa Electric Railway (OER) 

was incorporated in 1893, and 

Hintonburg, then still a part of 

Nepean Township, wanted streetcars 

to pass through the growing 

village.  In 1898, the OER began to 

plan for expansion to Britannia Beach 

which had become a major leisure 

destination. Approval was obtained in 

June 1899, and the first shovel was in 

the ground on September 8.  The 

image right is looking west down 

Byron at Holland.



St. George’s Parish

The Parish of St George’s was founded in 1923.   One year later, 

St. George’s Church, opened its doors and has since been a 

landmark in the neighbourhood of Island Park Drive and 

Richmond Road.  When established in 1923, the parish’s 

boundaries extended east/west from Holland Avenue to 

Britannia and north/south from the Ottawa River to Manotick. 

Though large in territory, there were already 160 families in the 

parish. St. Mary’s Church, founded in 1891, had previously served 

the entire Catholic population from Booth Street to Britannia. 

The first masses were celebrated on September 30, 1923 at the 

Sisters of the Visitation Convent on Richmond Road. The 

architectural firm of Nofke, Morin and Sylvester drew up the 

plans for the new church and work began almost immediately. 

The parish rented the convent chapel until the completion of the 

church one year later at a cost of $63,000. The first church 

wardens were J. F. McNally, Thomas Bowman, and Joseph G. 

McGuire, elected at a parish meeting on October 14, 1923.

Island Park Drive looking north @ Iona.  Note 

St. George’s parish in the distant right (yellow ring)



Lt.-Col John Bell & Rosina Harris                       

- Commander of Canadian Army Reserves

John Bell was born February 22 1897 in Tyldesley, Lancashire, England, and moved to Canada in 1911.  He enlisted 
in 1915 and was assigned to the Canadian Forestry Corps, a division of the Overseas Canadian Expeditionary 
Forces – Canada’s elite ground troops known as the “Storm Force”.  The Forestry Corps were lumbermen and 
carpenters who could quickly level a forest for a landing strip, build bunkers, bridges and other useful structures. 
This earned CEF the reputation for “getting things done”.  While serving in England, Bell met and married 
Rosina Harris.  He was wounded in action, awarded the British War Medal and returned to Canada with his bride 
July 3, 1919.

Ottawa Citizen Nov. 29, 1947  Lt Col Bell 

Relinquishing RCASC Command

The Bell’s had two children - daughter Joan 
Margaret (b. 1920) and son, John Harris Bell (b. 
1925-1991), and built 421 Island Park Drive in 1944 – 
a rare gem that met the minimum price point by 
adding exceptional craftsmanship that included 
elaborate rooflines and extensive stained glass – 
still intact as of 2025.

Bell’s daughter Joan Margaret married William 
Hugh McNaughton who served 5 yrs with the 
RCAF and later transferred to California to work 
on the Apollo mission.

Bell proved his metal in England serving under the legendary Major General Andrew Latta McNaughton, later becoming Commanding Officer of 

the largest Army reserves unit, the 1st Corps Troops, Royal Canadian Army Service Corps, and earning the title Lieutenant Colonel.  Here he was 

charged with ensuring Canadian Forces had adequate training prior to deployment – an imperative mandated by McNaughton.



Mitchell & Daisy Sharpe 

              ~ Secretary of State External Affairs, President, Privy Council, Leader House of Commons

The Honourable Mitchell Sharp, was born in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, obtained his BA at University of Manitoba and 
master’s from London School of Economics, focusing his 
research and writing on grain trade.  His public service 
career started in 1942 in the Department of Finance where 
he was named director Economic Policy Division in 1947.  
In ’63, he was elected as a Member of Parliament (L) for 
Eglinton.  From 1965-78, he held numerous positions, 
including Minister of Trade and Commerce, Minister of 
Finance, Secretary of State for External Affairs, President 
of the Privy Council and Government Leader in the House 
of Commons, until he left politics in ’78.  Prime Minister 
Pierre Trudeau offered Sharp the appointment as governor 
general which he declined due to his negative views on the 
monarchy.

After leaving politics, Sharp continued public service as the commissioner of the Northern Pipeline Agency, and co-

chairman of a task force on conflict of interest that published a 1984 report on ethical conduct in the public service in 

1984,  head of the Canadian Group and deputy chairman of the Trilateral Commission (1976–1986). From 1988 

through 1993, he served as a policy associate with the Strategion Group, and thereafter, he provided advice to 

Liberal governments for $1/yr.

He holds several awards including 3 Order of Canada awards, Canadian Centennial Medal, Queen Elizabeth II 

Silver Jubilee Medal, 125th Anniversary of the Confederation of Canada Medal and Queen Elizabeth II Golden 

Jubilee Medal (images top right).

Image above:  Signing ceremony for the Great Lakes 

Water Quality Agreement, left to right, Secretary of State 

William P. Rogers, President Richard M. Nixon, Prime 

Minister Pierre Trudeau and Mitchell Sharp.



Mayor Ken Fogarty - 49th Mayor of Ottawa

Fogarty was born in Ottawa where he earned 
a Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts 
degrees at the University of Ottawa.  He 
became a lawyer in 1950 after graduating 
from Osgoode Hall Law School in 1948. He 
returned to the University of Ottawa to 
study for his Masters of Law degree in 
French which he attained in 1969.
He ran for the Ontario Liberal Party in the 
riding of Ottawa South in the 1951 and 1955 
provincial elections, losing both times. He 
represented Queensboro Ward on Ottawa 
City Council from 1961 to 1965, and served 
on the Ottawa Board of Control from 1965 to 
1970 before becoming Mayor January 1, 1970 
until April 4, 1972 when he died of a heart 
attack.



Judge Jacie & Jeanne Horwitz

Jacie Horwitz graduated with his law degree from 
Osgoode Hall in 1939, at a time when 
apprenticeships were a challenge with the eminent 
war and started offering pro-bono work in Toronto, 
which later became the model for Legal Aid. 

Article above Ottawa Citizen, Sun. Apr. 5, 1998 

Jacie Horowitz Obituary:  Judge fought for human 

rights

He was close friends with Mayor Whitten, Island Park resident Mitchell Sharpe, and Prime Minister Diefenbaker.  RCMP would park their cars 

along Island Park when Diefenbaker visited Jacie and Jeanne’s home.

One of his first cases was a mentally disadvantaged 

farm-hand Elias Meek from near Cornwall, charged 

with murdering his employer’s wife.  Meek was 

convicted and sentenced to death.  Horwitz successfully 

appealed his sentence to life in prison based on medical 

evidence of mental incompetence.  While in prison, Meek 

made Horwitz a leather wallet:  “To my only friend.”  

Horowitz was regarded as an advocate for human 

rights.

In 1950, he was made King’s Counsel and bought his home on Island Park Drive, and 
soon after, appointed to the executive of the National Capital Commission where he 
served for seven years (image right).  He practised in Ottawa until 1970 when he moved 
to Toronto to become the first Chairman of the Commercial Registration Appeal 
Tribunal, named judge of the Criminal Division of Provincial (Ontario) Court in 1979 
and retired in 1984. 

Cornwall Standard 

Freeholder, Sat. March 9, 1963



Architect of CHEO, Ottawa Heart Institute, Grace Hospital, the City’s earliest 

synagogues, and more than 15 Ottawa public schools including Glebe, Nepean, 

Ridgemont, Fisher Park and more, Lithwick and Hargrove ushered in a new 

wave of modern architecture.  His home (image bottom left) drew much criticism at 

the time of its build, and expanded Island Park’s reputation as a street to 

showcase diverse architectural design, superior craftsmanship, and innovation. 

Several Island Park neighbours hired Lithwick to build their commercial space 

including the law firm of W.E. Haughton (510 IPD), People’s Credit Jewelers 

(Jack Snow at 674 IPD), and ushering in other notable modern designs – a new 

era in modern high-end

design for Island Park and Ottawa.

(top) Sidney & Ida Lithwick, (top left) and 

Lithwick’s home underneath that caused a 

great deal of controversy being the first 

modern home on Island Park Drive.

Sidney (1921-2008) & Ida Lithwick (1925-2013) 
~  Visionary Architect

Images of Lithwick’s work below (left to 

right):  Lithwick home Island Park Drive, 

CHEO, Boy Scouts of Canada 

Headquarters on Catherine St., People’s 

Credit Jewelers Sparks Street Mall.



Bella’s Restaurant – Toll Booth 1896

                    by Dave Allston

Built in 1896, Bella’s Bistro is Wellington Street’s oldest surviving building in 
Wellington Village (and one of the three oldest houses built in the Ottawa 
West subdivision still standing). 

Image center, c. 1933 arial photo of 

intersection of Island Park and 

Richmond.  Image left: 1948 Fire 

Insurance Map showing gas stations on 

all 4 corners.  Image right, Bella’s 

Restaurant c. 1920.  Image bottom right, 

Bella’s Restaurant c. 2013

It was built by Joseph O’Neil, a 34-
year-old millwright for his wife 
Mary Ann, their seven children 
(including two sets of twins), his 
brother and sister-in-law, and their 
two children.

All photos on this page courtesy of Dave 

Allston



Champlain Oil / RPM Motor Works 1923

Images right and bottom right, artworks 

by Andrew King.  Newspaper ad below, 

courtesy Dave Allston.

Hired by Pure Oil Company in the 1920s, Carl-August 
Peterson designed the 70 Richmond Road building in the old 
English cottage Tudor Revival-style, with steeply pitched 
roof, rounded doorways and canopied windows, and 
chimneys, similar to British-influenced homes on Island Park 
Drive. It operated as a gas station until the 1980s, then used 
car lot.  Only a few such “cottage” gas stations survive in 
North America today and are on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Champlain Oil Products operated a chain of 
gas stations throughout Montreal and 
Ottawa during the 1930s and ’40s and was 
owned by former prime minister Pierre 
Elliott Trudeau’s father, Charles Emile 
Trudeau. The company operated the station 
from sometime in the 1930s until the late 
1960s, when it became a used car dealership.



St. George's parish held its first services in the chapel. Declining 

numbers forced the sisters to sell in 2009. The buildings, including the 

courtyard and the original house, were heritage designated in 2010. 

The new owner, Ashcroft Homes, built the 10 storey residence on the 

front garden. By agreement with the city, two large archways give 

pedestrian access from Richmond Road to view the monastery and to 

a pathway through the garden to the Byron linear park. Further 

plans, not yet realized, include more buildings, with seniors

apartments, at the rear.

The Sisters of the Visitation (Founded 1910)           

              Slide  contribution by Heritage Ottawa past President David Jeans

A group of nuns from France founded the monastery in 1910, in a large house built in 1865, at 114 Richmond Road, designed 

by English architect Sidney Fripp. It was previously occupied by four prominent businessmen: James Dyke, George Eaton, 

Senator James Skead and George Holland. The sisters added three wings with a cloister around a courtyard, a chapel and a 

high wall surrounding the large garden. They were largely self-sufficient, growing all their own vegetables, and remained in 

seclusion with little outside contact. The local community was admitted to Sunday chapel services, with the nuns concealed 

in a separate space behind a screen.



Major Philip Andrew & 
 Lois Kathleen (White) Wheeler

319 Island Park was built for Philip and Lois Wheeler in 1942

Major Philip Andrew Wheeler was born in Stonehouse, England July 
14, 1899 and emigrated to Canada when very young.  He enlisted to 
serve in the Canadian Expeditionary Force at the age of 15, making 
him one of the youngest Canadians to serve in WWI and stood in the 
honour guard when King George VI and Queen Elizabeth unveiled 
the War Memorial in 1939. 

In WWII, Major Wheeler commanded No. 2 Troop Carrying 
Company overseas. Postwar, he became Commandant at National 
Defence Headquarters in Ottawa.

Major Wheeler and his 4 brothers served Canada in WW1, all 
returning home safely, his eldest brother earning the Meritorious 
Service Medal.



Grenville William & Ellamae Lindsay Goodwin 
(home built 1935)        45th Mayor of Ottawa, UEL     Slide  lead by Dr. Gordon Watt

Goodwin Optometry, 171 

Sparks St in Booth Building

Article top left, Ottawa Citizen, Jan. 3, 

1951 – Mayor Goodwin sworn-in.  Article 

bottom, Ottawa Citizen, Apr. 10, 1980, p.55 

– Goodwin demonstrates new computerized 

vision analyzer.  Portrait right, Nov. 12, 

1948, Andrews-Newton Photographers 

Fon, City of Ottawa Archives

Grenville and Ellamae Goodwin, both of Prescott United Empire Loyalist stock 
built 336 Island Park in 1941. A WW1 veteran, “Gren” served at Somme, Vimy 
Ridge, and Arras.  Twice sent home injured, he returned to Germany for the 
armistice. 

He returned to Canada, attended University of Toronto, and the Royal College of Science, 

and the American College of Optics in Detroit and became an optometrist. He purchased an 

Ottawa practice in 1926 from Dr. Elliot on Bank St., later moving to 171 Sparks St.  A 

pioneer, he introduced fully computerized vision analyzer equipment to Ottawa.  His 

patients included Prime Ministers, Mayors, Federal Ministers, Governor Generals and 

other notables.

He later entered politics, eventually becoming 45th Mayor of Ottawa Jan. 1, 1951, 
but unexpectedly died of a heart attack on Aug. 27th the same year – only 5 weeks 
before Princess Elizabeth and Prince Phillip’s 1951 royal tour was to arrive.
Former National Capital Planning Committee Chairman Fred Bronson said, “We 
have certainly lost the most progressive Mayor of our time.  He would have gone 
down in history as the most progressive mayor in the Country.”



Henry P. & Catherine Viau 
(home built 1946)

Henry Viau and Harold Starr purchased the Carleton Hotel from 

Thomas Moran on February 26, 1941, for $10,500. The hotel’s 

address was 223 Armstrong Street at the corner of Parkdale and 

Armstrong Streets. Henry “Harry” Viau and Harold Starr 

renovated it and turned it into a sports bar named the Carleton 

Tavern, one of the most famous pubs in Ottawa, and a landmark in 

Kitchissippi. A full story on the Carleton can be found at Ottawa 

Valley Irish website, as well as Dave Allston’s Kitchissippi 

Museum website.

Photos immediately above – courtesy 

Ottawa Valley Irish website.   Sepia 

photo c. 1935, girl on roller skates is 

Rosemary Moran  whose family originally 

owned the Carleton, and Harold Starr in 

background.  Colour photo of tavern c. 

1972.  Article right, Ottawa Citizen, Sat., 

Jun. 14, p. 27, Carleton Hotel

In 1947, Henry and Catherine Viau built 335 Island Park 

Drive, affectionately referred to as “the Graceland 

House of Island Park Drive”. Henry Viau and Harold 

Starr operated the Carleton Tavern until November 1, 

1973, when the two of them sold the business to a 

conglomerate of lawyers. Henry Viau retired.



331 Island Park Drive was built for 

Norman and Anne Mirsky in 1942.  

Norman’s father David, was son of Jacob 

Mirsky, Ottawa’s first rabbi, a Talmudic 

scholar and cantor from New York City 

in 1894.  The Mirsky family founded and 

operated Pure Spring beverage company, 

founded in 1925 by David Mirsky who 

bottled spring water from Nanny Goat 

Hill Ottawa (present day Bruyere 

Hospital, where Cambridge St. N. 

doglegs towards Bronson.

Pure Spring fleet of delivery trucks outside 

their 22 Aberdeen St. factory c. 1950

As a teenager, Norman’s father David (1890–1962) was a newsie, selling papers, magazines and snack items on the Canadian 

Pacific Railway Gatineau line. David began to collect bottles and return them to Bradings Brewery, where he struck a business 

deal where the brewery allowed him to bottle his water at their facility.  By 1920, he was selling bottled water, drawing it from a 

spring at the base of Nanny Goat Hill, later adding soft drink flavouring and carbonation.  After making enough money, David 

incorporated Pure Spring in 1925.  David’s sons Mervin, Norman and John (image right) took over company operations in the 

50s.  The company was sold to Crush brand in the mid-1960s.  The sons continued to run it until about 1987, at which time the 

company was sold to PepsiCo.  Pure Spring is credited with introducing canned soft drinks and the twist-cap to Canada.

Norman L. & Anne Mirsky
                                                                          Pure Spring Beverage Company



Frederick E. & Eurie Ercell (Pack) Cummings  

323 Island Park Drive was built for Fred and Eurie Cummings 
where they raised 3 children.  Fred was a WWI veteran, 
champion rower rugby player, Nepean City Councillor in 1932, 
and founder of F.E. Cummings Construction Ltd., contractor 
mostly in commercial construction, often working with 
Balharrie & Abra, on projects such as the Nepean Police 
Department building on Greenbank, the Westboro Police 
Station 413 Churchill, the Granite Curling Club on in 1953 with 
architect Harold Jarvis (Westboro resident).

F.E. Cummings Construction Ltd. was a specialist in moving 
homes from one location to another, an impressive feat of its 
time.

Frederick’s great grandfather is Charles Cummings after whom Cummings Island was named.  The full 

story of their family’s legacy, written by Ottawa Citizen reporter Bruce Dechman, can be found at 

https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/cummings-island-a-former-commercial-hub-now-sits-empty
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Percival Tabot & Elizabeth Lucille Molson
                                                                                                                  Heir - Molson Breweries, Lester B. Pearson diplomatic protégé

Named after his deceased war hero uncle “Percy” (Percival) Talbot Molson, “Pete” (P.T. or Percival 
Talbot) Molson was born July 1921.  He went to Bishops College, was awarded the Governor General’s 
Medal, top of his class and later graduated with honours from McGill University in economics and 
political science, winning a coveted Rhodes scholarship to Oxford when he was 21.  He declined the 
prestigious award, instead serving Canada in the Royal Canadian Navy from 1941-1945, rising to Lieutenant 
Commander abord HMCS Lewis, the youngest officer in that role.  After the war, he chose to join External 
Affairs where his genial style and unfaltering diplomacy served him well.  He was posted to the Canadian 
High Commission in London, then Berlin.  In 1950, he returned to Canada and bought 293 Island Park, 
taking the job of executive assistant to Lester B. Pearson who was impressed with the high quality of PT’s 
work.

Praised by Eric Molson as honest, smart as hell and having a stellar reputation, at 32, P.T. was asked by 

his family to return to Montreal to be groomed to succeed Senator Hartland Molson as President of 

Molson.  Out of a sense of duty to his family, he returned to Montreal, however his wife Lucile and 

children did not go with him. On July 1, 1966, he was named President and CEO of Molson Breweries Ltd, 

and 75 days later took his life at his Ivry summer home, 45 miles north of Montreal .  He left behind 4 

children, Peter Jonathan, David Ellwood, Sarah Kingman and Naomi Elizabeth Kingman.  Unbeknown to 

most, he suffered from depression, writes Helen Antoniou, granddaughter of Eric Molson in her “Back to 

Beer and Hockey” book. The family confirmed, they should have let PT follow his dream in the foreign 

service and stay in Ottawa with Lucille.
New York Times – Molson Sept. 

14, 1966 – Head of Breweries in 

Quebec is Dead

299 Island Park Drive



Dr. Wallace Bereshford Shute 1911-2001

 (1911 – 2001     Doctor of Gynecology & Obstetrics, Inventor of Shute Parallel Forceps)

Wallace Beresford Shute was born in 1911 in Ontario, graduated with a Doctor of 

Medicine 1936 from the University of Western Ontario, and held junior residency in 
obstetrics and gynaecology at the Royal Victoria and Montreal General Hospital until 

1939.

He invented the Shute forceps (image left) 

which radically improved newborn 

health when forceps are necessary, 

moving in parallel with the newborn’s 
head instead of pinching the skull.  The 

USSR has one of the most advanced 

medical professions in the world, and 
granted Shute his patent despite 

granting less than 15 patents/year.

He also undertook post-graduate training in Detroit 

and Chicago, practised for a short time in Canada and 

then volunteered for the Royal Canadian Army 

Medical Corps in 1943. He was gynaecologist with the 

army, navy and Airforce and to the Canadian 

Women's Army in England before his demobilisation 

in 1946. He then practised in Ottawa, at the Ottawa 

Clinic and Grace Hospitals until his retirement in 

August 1985.



“RJ” Nicol was the founder of his prominent, award-winning Ottawa construction company, RJ Nicol 
Ltd., that built thousands of homes, government buildings, churches, high rises, schools and non-profit 
units in the Ottawa region.  RJ Nicol Construction won many awards for ground-breaking mix-use, and 
specialty-purpose-built designs, including The Highlands at St. Laurent and Montreal Road (image right), 
Hunt Club Court, Eagle Creek Golf Community, and more.  Nicol’s brother Wesley founded Tartan 
Homes who donated $10M to Carleton University to build the new Sprott School of Business (image bottom 
left).

The Nicol home on Island Park (image top right) was literally built to “hug a tree” – the home built around a 
tree in the southeast back corner of the home.

 Robert John & Pat Nicol – 

                            RJ Nicol Construction Company Ltd.
                    

Pat Nicol (right) served as an 
alderman on Ottawa City 
council, and a formidable force, 
showcased in council chambers, 
in her Ottawa Citizen column, 
and regular appearances on TV.  
She was a fierce rival of Mayor 
Marion Dewar, and unsuccessful 
in twice challenging her in a 
mayoral race.



Mr. Shore was the son of a man with the identical name, born in 1867, who was a self-taught architect and 
building contractor in Ottawa for fifty years before his retirement in 1940.  John Shore often worked with Noffke 
and built the Hope Building on Sparks Street, the Booth home on Metcalfe Street, which became the Laurentian 

Club, and the post office building on Sparks Street that replaced the Old Post Office and Customs House, 
demolished to permit the construction of The War Memorial, among other buildings. His son took over the 

business, and in 1949, the younger John E. Shore built 254 Island Park Drive, later renumbered 274. He only lived 
there one year. Mr. Shore continued his father’s business for several years before moving to Florida.

      John E. and Joan Shore 

                           –  Shore & Ashe Builders

1884 Ottawa Directory Listing for Shore & Ashe Builders

Booth House, Metcalfe 

St. left and Hope 

Building, built 1910, 

designed by Werner 

Noffke, John E. Ashe Sr. 

helped build.

274 Island Park Drive



Nate’s Deli (above) where 
Liberace, Paul Anka and Rich 
Little all made appearances

Dave with Princess Diana and Prince Charles 

(image immediately left), Johnny Carson,  

Liberace and young Rene Simard (above)

Dave Smith
   

After a late-night call from a friend whose son was discovered an 
addict, Dave founded the Dave Smith Youth Treatment Centre for 
Addiction to protect and serve youth.  In his basement, he gathered 
friends to raise more than $300,000 to seed the Centre.

The recipient of the United 
Way Community Builder of 
the Year, he was also an 
honorary colonel of the 
Canadian Armed Forces, and 
awarded several Governor 
General Awards, and a 
Member of both the Order of 
Ontario and the Order of 
Canada

Nate’s Deli, The Place Next Door, The Dave Smith Youth Treatment 
Centre, Philanthropist, Leader, Multiple Governor General Awards



Julie Maloney(Miss Canada 1970)

(Top left – Julie Maloney interview with Pierre Elliott Trudeau c. 1972. Center – Trudeau’s niece 

Jocelyn Rouleau, Prince Charles, Julie Maloney and Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau at 

Rideau Hall Gala for Prince Charles.  Photo top right, Betsy Clifford, youngest Canadian alpine 

World Cup gold medal and Olympic silver medal champion, hockey legend Bobby Orr, and Julie 

Maloney. Bottom right and background – Julie Maloney, Miss Canada 1970.

Miss Ottawa-Hull, then Miss Canada 1970, Julie Maloney, studied Journalism at 
Carleton University and worked part-time at local Ottawa radio station, CFRA, 
until winning the Miss Canada title. She travelled across Canada in her capacity as 
Miss Canada, and visited Germany and Cyprus as part of a CBC Concert Tour to 
entertain the Canadian Forces stationed abroad. During her year as Miss Canada, 
she met then Prime Minister, Pierre Trudeau, and they dated a number of times. 
They remained friends until his death in 2000. 

She later received her diploma in teaching but 

after several years of teaching French decided 

to pursue her passion, a career in Journalism. 

She worked for CBC North as a freelance 

broadcaster for 20 years, producing stories 

and radio documentaries on issues very much 

in today's spotlight including land claims 

and climate change. During those years, she 

interviewed many interesting people 

including Pierre Trudeau.  When her bureau 

at CBC North closed, she returned to 

teaching and became a private tutor for many 

years.



Dr. Justin Maloney, father of 911 in Ottawa, 

remembered as a giant in emergency medicine

Dr. Maloney was the national Medical Director for the Advanced Coronary Treatment (ACT) 
Foundation, the charitable foundation that establishes CPR training programs in high schools across 
Canada, free for students.

Justin’s strong commitment to the power of the citizen in saving lives and the significant role that youth 
can play, inspired his co-founding of ACT’s High School CPR Program in 1994.  His passion helped drive 
the CPR program into the realm of a national standard in our education system with over 5 millions 
students trained in CPR.

He has received the Governor General Meritorious Service Cross, which recognizes exceptional deeds 
bringing honour to Canada in 2017 for his ACT CPR Program, and recipient of an award from the 
Canadian Association of Emergency Physicians for Lifetime of Clinical Excellence.

Maloney was instrumental in creating the 911 national emergency call system and Advanced Care 
Paramedic System in Ottawa. 

Dr. Justin Maloney 

                                                                                                        “Father of Paramedicine” - E mergency Medicine Pioneer

Justin was awarded the Governor General Meritorious 

Service Decorations - Civil Division in April 2017 for 

his pioneering work in emergency medicine.

250 Island Park Drive



Mark Maloney 

                    

Mark went on to become a sought-

after public affairs advisor, and the 

author of “Toronto Mayors”.  Top 

right photo, Mark Maloney.  

Background photo, Dr. Justin 

Maloney attending a 2004 press 

conference at Hillcrest High School, 

at which then-premier Dalton 

McGuinty announced a CPR 

program for Ontario's high-school 

students.  Photo by Pat 

McGrath/Postmedia.

The siblings brainstormed a vision that would require funding, political clout, and connections.  Action 911 was born 

from their efforts.  Mark entered municipal politics in 1985 as Ottawa Councillor for Carlington-Westboro and served 

for 9 years which helped advance the Action 911 mission.  Mark’s mother Eléonore and sister Julie (Miss Canada) 

volunteered with Action 911.  Mark, Justin and Julies’s connections helped secure political support and media coverage.  

Action 911 quickly won the support of Premier Dalton McGuinty, and was adopted by the late ‘90s with considerable 

effort given the city had not yet amalgamated.

During this same time, the team tackled establishing the new paramedic program at Algonquin College where ambulance 

drivers would be taught and licensed to administer life-saving treatments and procedures to keep patients alive in time to 

reach hospital ER teams. In conjunction with the ACT Foundation, they lobbied for high schools to teach CPR in phys-

ed class, and lobbied for specialized Emergency Room medical specialists, with Dr. Justin Maloney being one of the first 

doctors to be licensed by the Ontario College of Physicians & Surgeons for Emergency Medicine.

With the Maloney family roots in medicine and public service, it’s no surprise Dr. Patrick 
Maloney’s children joined forces to revolutionize emergency medicine that made an 
indelible impact for all Canadians.

In 1984, Dr. Justin Maloney and his family discussed his concerns about people needlessly 
dying because Ottawa-Carleton had 27 different emergency phone numbers. He additionally 
identified the need for ambulance drivers to be trained in life-saving measures, including 
intubating, CPR, operating defibrillators and more, and that local hospitals should be staffed 
by ER specialists. 



Joseph Hirsh & Frances Vineberg 

        – Larocque Department Store

Photos top left of 

Joseph and Frances 

Vineberg and 

immediate left, 

Larocque 1923 from 

grandson Robert 

Vineberg. Photo 

above, J.A. Larocque 

c. 1966.  Image right, 

Ottawa Citizen, May. 

11, 1923 – New 

Department Store, J. 

A. Larocque.

In 1909, Joseph Alphonse Larocque opened a small, but 
successful dry goods store at 270 Dalhousie St., then 
expanded in 1923, opening a 3-storey Dalhousie 
frontage department store between George and Rideau 
Streets, with construction costs and inventory of 
$500,000, renting the upper 2 floors to RCMP.  He later 
went bankrupt in 1926, and the store was bought by 
Joseph Vineberg of Montréal who in 1931 moved his 
family to Ottawa to take over as President, and built 
257 Island Park Drive.

Despite the change of ownership, the store remained true to its 

heritage, offering service and advertising in French, and sponsoring 

French cultural events.  

After Joseph retired in 1947, sons Lloyd and Nordau took over and 

built another addition in the 1950s.  They closed their doors in 1971, 

unable to compete with national chains like Hudson Bay and 

Simpsons, and newer urban malls such as Westgate, Carlingwood 

and Bayshore.  The building was remodelled in 1989-93 by renowned 

conservation architect Barry Padolsky and is now called the Mercury 

Building.

After Frances died, their daughter Lita-Rose Betcherman and family 

lived in the home until 1964.



Lita-Rose Betcherman 1927 - 2024                                                                                                                    

     Author, Visionary & Women’s Rights Activist

Born in Montreal in 1927 to Joseph and Frances Vineberg, Lita-Rose grew up in Ottawa 

where the family owned and operated Larocque Department Store. She received her 

undergraduate degree from the University of Toronto, an MA from Carleton 

University, and then a PhD in history from the University of Toronto. While living in 

Ottawa and raising four children, Lita-Rose was very active in community service. 

After moving to Toronto with her family in 1964, she launched an extraordinary and 

pathbreaking professional career. She was the Director of the Women's Bureau for the 

Ontario Department of Labour, spearheading legislation that, for the first time, 

established equal rights for women in the Canadian workplace. She later worked as a 

labour arbitrator for nearly two decades as well as sitting on the Ontario Human Rights 

Commission, the Ontario Press Council, the Ontario Judicial Council, and serving as 

vice-chair of the Ontario Labour Relations Board. The final chapter in this remarkable 

life was a successful career as an author. Her first of four published books, "The 

Swastika and The Maple Leaf" examined attitudes towards fascism in Canada after 

WWI.



         Irving Betcherman,  

       Betcherman Iron & Metal Co. Ltd.       1924 - 2012                                                                                                            

   

Dr. Irving Betcherman. Irving was born in Ottawa in 1924.  After 
graduating Queen’s University, he later received his Ph.D. in metallurgy 
from University of Toronto, and later worked in his father’s metal 
salvage and refining business.

Dr. Betcherman’s father Meyer (1898-1954) founded Betcherman Iron & 
Steel, a scrap metal processing company.  The family was an important 
consultant to the Canadian Government, founding the Canadian 
Secondary Material Association that consolidated manufacturing efforts 
of many scrap metal dealers to jointly support the Canadian war efforts.

Irving married Lita Rose Vineberg and lived in the home she grew-up in.

The Betchermans donated farmland to build the Rideauview Golf Club – 
a club welcome to all, to address anti-semitism in the city.

Above:  Ottawa Joural, Sat., Aug. 14, 
1923, p.22.  Below:  1918 Ottawa-Hull 
Directory p. 1095 – Baker & Betcherman



Herbert & Corinne Zagerman
    (Real Estate & Property Management, Philanthropists)

Herbert and Norman Zagerman’s father, Morris, emigrated to Ottawa from Russia 
in 1920. Within a few years, the company he started, M. Zagerman & Company Ltd., 
started out supplying new and used saw mill equipment and later became one of 
Ottawa’s best demolition and material disposal companies, as well as selling building 
supplies.  The building supply business eventually grew into structural steel 
manufacturing. In the years before he died in 1967, Morris handed over control of 
more and more of the business to Norman and his brother, Herbert. Norman was 
made vice-president and stayed in that position until the company was sold to 
developers in 1976.  

The company sold its building supplies business and Norman expanded his focus and 
acquisitions in commercial and residential real-estate holdings.

Dr. Ginette Rodger, Senior Vice-President, Professional Practice and Chief Nursing 

Executive, joined Corinne and Herbert Zagerman (Zagerman Realty) 2nd and 3rd 

from right, and photo right) and Tim Kluke, President and CEO for the naming of 

the Centre for Nursing Excellence in June. The centre was named in their honour in 

gratitude for their long-time support of nursing education.

Right: Herbert and Corinne 

Zagerman.  Background 

photo:  Zagerman & Co. Ltd. 

building at 100 Bayview 

Road, Ottawa, Ottawa 

Journal, May 31, 1958, p. 17.



John D’Arcy Coulson 1908-1996 (NHL Defenseman)

        John D’Arcy Coulson 2nd 1936-2020 (Priest, Olympic Luge)

James Marshall built 239 Island Park Drive for his fiancée who broke-off the engagement.  He placed a broken heart stone 
prominently in the façade (image above center) when finishing its construction and sold the home to Denise & D’Arcy Coulson. 
D’Arcy purchased 20 acres of land in nearby Luskville for their horses after expanding their famous Sudbury Hotel Coulson business 
into Ottawa, purchasing the Alexandra Hotel, previously known as the Gilmour Hotel, as well as partnering with JR Booth and 
bought hundreds of acres of crown land near Mont Ste. Marie.

D’Arcy Sr. played as a defenseman for the Philadelphia Quakers (images top right corner of the poster), later renamed the Philadelphia 
Flyers.  Denise was from the prominent Toronto Phelan family, Recipes Unlimited empire, making them one of the country’s 
wealthiest dynasties that includes brands such as East Side Mario’s Harvey’s The Key Milestones, New York Fries, Olive Garden, 
St. Hubert, Swiss Chalet and more.

Denise and D’Arcy raised 6 children at 239 Island Park Drive.  Their oldest son D’Arcy was an ordained Catholic priest who later 
received a dispensation from Rome to marry his beloved wife Ann of 51 years and persistently petitioned the Pope to allow Catholic 
priests to marry.  D’Arcy Jr. was a 1968 Olympic luge and bobsled athlete and the first Canadian to compete in the skeleton Olympic 
event.

Karsh portrait of John D’Arcy Coulson, c. 1930



Originally named The Gilmour 
Hotel (image left) built in 1896, the 
hotel suffered a fire on Sept. 14, 
1906 leaving only its brick façade.  
The hotel was rebuilt in 1906, and 
renamed The Alexandra Hotel 
adding 2 floors and a large dining 
room and rotunda (image center, 
courtesy of Lost Ottawa Facebook 
Group).

Coulson Family Legacy in Ottawa
 John D’Arcy Coulson Sr.

Clip from Ottawa Journal, Saturday, Nov 30, 1963, p 13

The Coulson family owned the hotel from 1924-1978, along with the New American Hotel in 

Hawkesbury, The Corona Hotel on Guy Street, Montreal, and the Coulson Hotel in Sudbury.

Family Patriarch John P. Coulson, 

hotelier, owner Alexandra Hotel – right 



Coulson Family Legacy in Ottawa, continued

Image left is a Dec. 22, 1937 ad in the Sudbury Star announcing the grand opening of the Hotel 
Coulson.  When it first opened in 1937, it was the first hotel in Ontario to have air conditioning, 
promoted new mattress technology (spring mattresses), and was designed in the Art Deco style. 
Room rates started at $2 a night. 

The Queen and Prince Philip stayed there 
in 1959. I hope this piece of Sudbury history 
can be saved. This is an ad from the 
Sudbury Star.

An ad run in Dec. 1963 announced the hotel 
being fully refurbished as apartments with 
shops and restaurants on the ground level.



Coulson Family Legacy in Ottawa

Denise “Dede” Coulson Carroll  (1930-2025)

Mary Anne Coulson Laframboise (1929-2019)

Born 1930 and raised at 239 Island Park 
Drive, Mary Ann (“Ann” Coulson) 
Laframboise (image left) attended the 
Civic Hospital School of Nursing.  
Mary Anne successfully launched and 
operated the exclusive Maison 
Hippique clothing boutique, and Farm 
of the Mountain international 
equestrian training and breeding 
centre. In the seventies, she worked as 
Executive Director at Equestrian 
Canada (EC). In 2014, EC honoured 
Mary Anne with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

Coulson Family Portrait outside 239 Island Park 
Drive home:  
Bottom row, left to right: Mary-Ann Coulson 
Laframboise with daughter Lorraine, matriarch 
Denise Phelan Coulson and patriarch D’Arcy Sr. with 
grandchildren.  Back row: D’Arcy (Jr.) and Donnie 
Coulson, John Carroll, Denise Coulson, Ken and Jane 
Grimes, and Tom Coulson.

D’Arcy attended daily mass at St. 

George Parish with his father, later 

attended St. Pat’s and became a 

Catholic priest.  He fell in love and 

married Ann Powell and became part of 

Corpus, lobbing the Vatican for 

Catholic priests to marry.  D’Arcy’s 

years of service included Deputy 

Minister of Social Services in Alberta 

(1985).

He was also an Olympic luger, 

National skiing champion.

Denise (“Dede”) was a competitive 

diver and ski racer.  She married a 

surgeon and raised 5 children in 

Boston where she was co-chair of the 

prestigious Chilton Club, named 

after Mary Chilton, the first woman 

to step off the Mayflower.  The club 

was founded in 1910 by 4 prominent 

Boston women who were politicians, 

artists, and entrepreneurs.



Born in Breslau, Germany (today known as 

Wrocław, part of Poland) and educated at 

universities in Breslau, Liepzig and Berlin. 

In 1903 Theodor moved to the UK to work as an 

assistant to William Carruthers, famed botanist for 

the Royal Agricultural Society.

He later emigrated to Canada after being appointed 

Canada’s Chief Dominion botanist by Sydney 

Arthur Fisher, the then Minister of Agriculture.

Hans Theodor Güssow  1879-1961

Canadian plant pathologist and Dominion Botanist



Chester Everett & Mildred Pickering
     Inventor/Chemist/Politician              Slide lead by Dr. Gord Watt

Chester Everett Pickering (Order of the British) born Sept. 11, 1881, in Blackstone 
Massachusetts, died in Ottawa in 1983, just under 102 years old.  He came to Canada in 1908 to 
found a cleaning materials manufacturing firm famous for a floor sweeping compound called 
Dustbane.  His energetic efforts resulted Dustbane being made available rapidly from coast to 
coast in Canada.  During his lifetime, the company expanded its product line and became a 
significant supplier of an integrated line of cleaning materials and services.  Dustbane still 
operates today under the direction of Mr. John French, whose family acquired the firm 
following the death of Mr. Pickering.

“Pick” as he was known, established his firm’s headquarters in Ottawa and 

became a Canadian citizen.  A visionary, he became active in politics serving on 

City Council and Board of Control from 1939 until 1950.  30-yrs ahead of its time, 

Pick advocated use of the Rideau Canal as Canada’s “longest outdoor skating 

rink in the universe” in January 1949 after Barbara Ann Scott and the Ottawa 

RCAF Flyers hockey team established Canada as a skating superpower at the 

1948 St. Moritz Olympics, drawing ridicule by Citizen cartoonists, image right.

He was awarded the Order of the British Empire following the conclusion of World War II for his work 
supporting the civilian war effort and guiding the Canadian participation in the United Nations Appeal for 
Children following the war, yet his most tangible and lasting contribution to the city was his initiative and major 
ownership investment in building the Lord Elgin Hotel – a much needed wartime accommodation that remains a 
jewel decorating Elgin Street between Slater and Laurier, and his daughter’s endowment of the Carleton 
University Pickering Centre for Research in Human Development. Ottawa Journal, 1949 Cartoon of Pickering skating under Laurier St. bridge



Joseph & Ruth Zelikovitz
   Football – Leather Goods  - Technology Innovator 
     story lead by Dr. Gord Watt

Born in Ottawa in 1912, Joe Zelikovitz was an outstanding athlete at Lisgar Collegiate 
Institute, excelling in track, football and basketball – popularly known as “Zeli”, or 
‘The Flying Hebrew”, and inducted in the Ottawa Sport Hall of Fame in 2001.

He played for the Ottawa Rough Riders from 1933-1938 as defensive halfback, and flying wing 

on offence for the whole game.  Known as a “Ball Hawk”,  Joe holds the unofficial interception 

record in the Canadian Football League (CFL), when in October 15, 1938, he made 7 

interceptions against the Hamilton Tiger Cats (image left) – the record unofficial due to the 

CFL not officially being a league until 1958. The official CFL interception record is only 5 

interceptions, meaning his interception record has gone unbroken for nearly 90 years.

He left football to enlist in WWII with his brothers.  Thereafter, he became the third 
generation to run the family’s Zelikovitz's Leather Goods, founded by his maternal 
grandfather Sam Cohen, (S. Chohen & Son Rideau St., later Bank St. @ Hopewell).  
He later became EVP of the family’s grocery distribution business, Freedman 
Wholesale Ltd., later acquired by M. Loeb Co. Ltd..  It was here that he cut his teeth 
in computer technology introducing the ground-breaking Univac 120 computer in his 
family’s food distribution business.  His success leveraging technology in business 
earned him the position of VP Sales with Multiple Access General Computer 
Corporation of Toronto – later acquired as a division of the Bronfman group. 

Image left:  The Remington 

Rand Univac 120, introduced in 

1953 and distributed by 

MAGCC Toronto, Wikipedia



Co-founders and school chums Herb Nadolny and Lyon Sachs began Urbandale Corporation, buying large 
amounts of urban lands for residential neighbourhoods in the 1950’s.  

In May 2014, “HN Homes”, named after patriarch Herb Nadolny, with entrepreneurial roots that go back more 
than five decades was started to create innovative net zero designs and affordable housing – an issue that still 
plagues cities today.

Nadolny home, previously a single-storey red brick home

Lyon Sachs (left) and Herb Nadolny, Dorothy (center photo)

Herbert & Dorothy Nadolny 
   (Urbandale Construction, HN Homes, Philanthropists)



Bessie and Gilbert Greenberg owned owned multiple lots on  Island 
Park Drive north of Sunnymede.  Gilbert, with brothers Lorry, Louis 
and Irving founded Minto Corporation, the largest developer of 
residential property in the city.  Bessie and Gilbert’s son Roger is now 
the Chairman of Minto. 

Minto Charities have raised tens of millions of dollars for Ottawa 
charities including The Ottawa Hospital Foundation.

Gilbert (1923-1980)  & Bessie (Levitan) (1924-1984) Greenberg



Arie Louis & Rose (Swedlove) Achbar

Arie Louis and Rose Achbar married 
in Buffalo, 1930.  They moved to 
Ottawa shortly thereafter and opened 
a retail store on Main St. in Hull that 
sold more shoes than anyone else in 
Ottawa.  Achbar later decided to focus 
on high-margin furniture sales and 
outgrew their location, purchasing the 
adjacent property previously occupied 
by Ottawa Electric Company, and 
built a 4-floor, 30,000 sq. ft. state-of-
the-art retail space at 85 Main St. in 
Hull.

In 1950, much of Glabar Park 
neighbourhood was built as a new 
subdivision by Glabar Realty, a 
partnership formed by A.L. Achbar 
and E. Meyer Glatt, President of 
Baker Brothers Iron & Steel 
Company.

The Ottawa Citizen

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

Sat, Mar 18, 1950 · Page 20

Ottawa Citizen, May 16, 1967 – 

Louis Arie Achbar obituary Montreal Gazette Sat. March 12, 1977 General Electric Ad – Achbar and Cohen Ltd. listed as retailers



Lawrence & Zelda Freedman
          Royal Thai Embassy

Lawrence Freedman married Zelda Achbar, daughter of 
Arie & Rose Achbar at 165 Island Park Drive.  He built 
180 Island Park Drive in 1968 so they could live across 
the street from Zelda’s parents.

Lawrence was the founder of Admiralty Enterprises 
that owned more than 80 industrial sites, and numerous 
real-estate projects and joint ventures throughout the 
city, 4 of which were co-invested with Terrace 
Investments, the first parent company of the modern-
era Ottawa Senators hocky team said Bruce Firestone in 
an excerpt from his book Don’t Back Down.

Nov. 1978 – Photo of Lawrence and Zelda 

Freedman with family and friends in their 

180 Island Park Drive living roomThe property is presently owned by 

the Embassy of Thailand



Events of Island Park Drive



Island Park Drive part of Ceremonial Routes for 
both 1939 and 1951 Royal Visits

Island Park Drive was chosen to host the royal train 

reception platform for King George VI and Queen 

Elizabeth at 11am, May 19, 1939 .  It was the first time 

a reigning British monarch visited Canada, and 

thereafter visiting the United States to shore-up 

allied support with WWII to soon be declared as 

nazi threats escalated.

While in the Capital, the Royals unveiled the 

National War Memorial Monument (May 21, 1939).

The reception platform was built at Island Park 

Drive and the Canadian National Railway – what is 

now the Queensway, where now stands Kitchissippi 

United Church, originally named Kingsway United 

Church in honour of the Royal Visit of 1939.

The Royals mounted a horse-drawn carriage, image left, 

whose royal procession route included Island Park Drive.

Image right:  Canadian National U4a 4-8-4 number 

6400 was the train carrying the Royals as they entered 

Ottawa at the Island Park Drive platform

Canadian National U4a 4-8-4 engine 

number 6400 entered the Island Park Drive 

royal reception platform   Image below, 

courtesy of RCMP veterans association:  

Unveiling ceremony of National War 

Monument, by Royals on May 21, 1939 with 

25,000 WWI veterans in attendance.

Image top left corner:  RCMP ceremonial guard 

saluting as they receive the Royal Train entering 

Ottawa at reception platform specially constructed to 

receive King George VI and Queen Elizabeth in 1939



Island Park Drive part of Ceremonial Routes for both 1939 and 1951 Royal 
Visits

Image above from National Film Board video 
nfb.ca/film/royal_visit/:  Spectators watch as the royal 
train arrives at Island Park Drive reception platform at 
Ruskin and Island Park, 625 and 629 Island Park 
Crescent visible in the background.  

Library and Archives Canada: Public Works Department 

collection, 1979 – 140 NPC, item 12689

Image center:  Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip 
receive 21-gun salute to welcome the royals to the 
Nation’s Capital.

Canadian National U4a 4-8-4 engine number 6400, 

image below, entered the Island Park Drive at the 

same location and royal reception platform her parents 

did in 1931 

Island Park Drive part of Ceremonial Routes – Princess 

Elizabeth and the Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, 1951

Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip arrived in 
Ottawa from Québec City at 10 am on October 10, 
1951 by a CNR train, stopping at a special station at 
Island Park Drive, just as her parents had done 
twelve years earlier.  The 30th Field Battery fired a 
21-gun salute on their arrival.

The blue and white Boeing BOAC Stratocruiser (image 

below) carried the royals across the Atlantic, arriving at 

Dorval Airport, Oct. 8, 1951



June 1947 President Truman State 
Visit to Start at Island Park Drive

The Ottawa Citizen:  Mon., Jun 9 1947, Page 16

(left) Source:  LAC     President Truman arrives in 
Ottawa at Island Park Drive.   L.-R.: Margaret 
Truman, Viscountess Alexander, Mrs. Truman, 
Prime Minister Mackenzie King, the President and 
Viscount Alexander.  Behind Miss Truman and 
Viscountess Alexander are Hon. L.B. and Mrs. 
Pearson, and Hon. Louis S. and Madame St. 
Laurent.  The Trumans procession down Island Park 
Drive will follow the same route as the 1939 and 1951 
Royal visits.

(right) Ottawa Citizen, June 3, 1947:  Island Park Driveway 

prepares for visit of President Truman June 10-13, 1947



1940 British Byron House School 
     Children Gifted Kirkpatrick Manor

In 1940, Kirkpatrick donated his 539 IPD residence to a 
group of 20 British school children from Byron House 
School in Highgate, London and their teacher, looking 
for a haven away from Nazi bombing.  After its 
donation, the Kirkpatrick residence was named Byron 
School, coincidentally, in close proximity to Byron Ave, 
Ottawa.  Renowned photographer Malak Karsh (Yousuf 
Karsh’s brother), photographed the children.  Images are 
currently on order with Library and Archives Canada 
and will be added once received.

The residence was later purchased by the government of 
Peru not long after the war.   One of the Karsh 
photograph holds a place of honour at the bottom of the 
stairs in the front hall. 

https://diplomatonline.com/mag/2014/01/perus-residence-authenticity-on-island-
park/#:~:text=The%20Peruvian%20Ambassador's%20stately%20residence,Peruvian%20A
mbassador%20Jose%20Antonio%20Bellina.

Image above: Ottawa 

Citizen, Tues, Nov 16, 1943, 

p.8 Kirkpatrick Obituary

Image above:  1940 Malak Karsh ©

photo of Byron House School children, LAC

https://diplomatonline.com/mag/2014/01/perus-residence-authenticity-on-island-park/#:~:text=The%20Peruvian%20Ambassador's%20stately%20residence,Peruvian%20Ambassador%20Jose%20Antonio%20Bellina
https://diplomatonline.com/mag/2014/01/perus-residence-authenticity-on-island-park/#:~:text=The%20Peruvian%20Ambassador's%20stately%20residence,Peruvian%20Ambassador%20Jose%20Antonio%20Bellina
https://diplomatonline.com/mag/2014/01/perus-residence-authenticity-on-island-park/#:~:text=The%20Peruvian%20Ambassador's%20stately%20residence,Peruvian%20Ambassador%20Jose%20Antonio%20Bellina
https://diplomatonline.com/mag/2014/01/perus-residence-authenticity-on-island-park/#:~:text=The%20Peruvian%20Ambassador's%20stately%20residence,Peruvian%20Ambassador%20Jose%20Antonio%20Bellina
https://diplomatonline.com/mag/2014/01/perus-residence-authenticity-on-island-park/#:~:text=The%20Peruvian%20Ambassador's%20stately%20residence,Peruvian%20Ambassador%20Jose%20Antonio%20Bellina
https://diplomatonline.com/mag/2014/01/perus-residence-authenticity-on-island-park/#:~:text=The%20Peruvian%20Ambassador's%20stately%20residence,Peruvian%20Ambassador%20Jose%20Antonio%20Bellina
https://diplomatonline.com/mag/2014/01/perus-residence-authenticity-on-island-park/#:~:text=The%20Peruvian%20Ambassador's%20stately%20residence,Peruvian%20Ambassador%20Jose%20Antonio%20Bellina
https://diplomatonline.com/mag/2014/01/perus-residence-authenticity-on-island-park/#:~:text=The%20Peruvian%20Ambassador's%20stately%20residence,Peruvian%20Ambassador%20Jose%20Antonio%20Bellina
https://diplomatonline.com/mag/2014/01/perus-residence-authenticity-on-island-park/#:~:text=The%20Peruvian%20Ambassador's%20stately%20residence,Peruvian%20Ambassador%20Jose%20Antonio%20Bellina
https://diplomatonline.com/mag/2014/01/perus-residence-authenticity-on-island-park/#:~:text=The%20Peruvian%20Ambassador's%20stately%20residence,Peruvian%20Ambassador%20Jose%20Antonio%20Bellina
https://diplomatonline.com/mag/2014/01/perus-residence-authenticity-on-island-park/#:~:text=The%20Peruvian%20Ambassador's%20stately%20residence,Peruvian%20Ambassador%20Jose%20Antonio%20Bellina
https://diplomatonline.com/mag/2014/01/perus-residence-authenticity-on-island-park/#:~:text=The%20Peruvian%20Ambassador's%20stately%20residence,Peruvian%20Ambassador%20Jose%20Antonio%20Bellina


Image above:  1940 Malak Karsh ©

photo of Byron House School children, LAC

Image above:  1940 Malak Karsh ©

photo of Byron House School children, LAC

Image above:  1940 Malak Karsh ©

photo of Byron House School children, LAC

Byron House School (continued)



Jack Snow Dog Derby

Well known as a superb promoter, Jack 
Snow ran many high-profile events that 
captured the attention of Ed Sullivan who 
invited Snow on his show to promote his 
Dog Derby (image bottom right).  The original 
path ran from the Chateau Laurier along 
the Canal to Carling, then out west to 
Britannia.

Similarly, the Kinsmen Dog Derby ran 
from 1962-1974, starting at Holland and 
Byron, running along the Byron streetcar 
line to Britannia.

The events drew tens of thousands of 
spectators and more than 350 international 
teams from as far away as Alaska and 
Australia.

Originally the Kinsmen Dog Derby from 

1962-1974



Construction of the Queensway – 
     Highway 417

Construction of the Queensway was driven by the Greber Plan, 
which was produced by Jacques Gréber under the direction of Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King in the late 1940s as an effort to reorganize 
the regional rail lines in a manner that would transform the capital 
from an industrial town to beautiful national capital (guided by the 

City Beautiful movement of 1899). Although Gréber had been 
corresponding with King as early as 1936, World War II halted any 
plans from reaching fruition at that time. Following the war, Gréber 
was again contacted and his expertise requested. He arrived on 
October 2, 1945 and began his work that included the removal and 
relocation of the rail lines to make way for a new expressway – the 
Queensway in Queen Elizabeth’s honour.

The work was carried out in 4 phases:  phase one, from Alta Vista Drive (now Riverside Drive) 

east to Highway 17 (Montreal Road); phase two, from Highway 7 and Highway 15 (Richmond 

Road) to Carling Avenue; phase three, from Carling Avenue to O'Connor Street; and, phase 

four, from O'Connor Street to Alta Vista Drive, crossing the Rideau Canal and Rideau River.

Four Island Park homes were significantly impacted – their front yards excavated to 
make an underpass for the highway.  The original path of Island Park Drive was 
bisected to create Island Park Crescent and the Island Park offramp.  Homes whose 
yards were excavated had new garages built under grade, and long steep stairways to 
their front door, paid by the province.

Article left, Ottawa Citizen, March 20, 1962, It’s Costing Thousands”.  

Image above from Dave Allston, Kitchissippi Museum, April 1961 Island Park 

Drive overpass under construction (City of Ottawa Archives, CA-08453).  

Kitchissippi United Church and Royal Ottawa top right.

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greber_Plan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Gr%C3%A9ber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Lyon_Mackenzie_King
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II


Fallen Diplomats 
  Monument 2012 

This monument is located at the intersection of Island Park Drive and Sir 
John A. Macdonald Parkway in Ottawa. It is dedicated to all public servants 
and diplomats in foreign service who have fallen while serving their country.

Image right:  Sept. 24, 2012 dedication ceremony of the monument, with 

Turkey’s Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu at the podium and Canadian 

MP Dean Allison left and Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird 

right.  

In the shape of a sphere, this monument symbolizes the eternal resting place of the fallen. Its 

large open face is directed toward the “gateway of eternity,” while its smaller extremity points 

toward the earth, opening into the “gateway of time.” The metal prisms inside represent those 

who have made the ultimate sacrifice. The single prism located at the “gateway of time” pays 

special tribute to Colonel Altıkat, military attaché of the Embassy of the Republic of Turkey in 

Ottawa, who was assassinated on August 27, 1982, close to where the monument is located.

This commemorative work of public art is a gift from the Republic of Turkey. It was created 

by artists Azimet Karaman, sculptor; Levent Timurhan, architect; Reha Benderlioğlu, 

architect-sculptor; and Necmettin Yağcı, sculptor.



Cairns Installed Along Island Park Drive

In 2010, the NCC commissioned the 
installation of large stone cairns at entry 
points to Island Park Drive – the Ottawa 
River, and Carling Avenue, and shorter 
cairns at various points along the Drive to 
mark the significance of Island Park Drive 
as a scenic, historic gateway.

The cairns were designed by Jim Douglas 
who also designed the cairns for Little Italy.  
NCC Heritage landscape architect John 
Zvonar did landscape architecture work for 
Island Park and other Parliamentary 
Precinct lands.



Home to Embassies and Ambassadors’ Residences, Island Park Drive is a 
celebration of our city and country’s welcoming foreign policy

Peruvian Ambassador’s Residence – 539 Island 
Park Drive

Royal Thai Embassy – 180 Island Park Drive

Embassy of Portugal – 645 Island Park Drive

Ukrainian Ambassador’s Residence 
– 

480 Island Park Drive

Yemen Ambassador’s Residence – 
766 Island Park DriveEmbassy of Myanmar – 336 Island Park Drive



Embassy of Myanmar

336 Island Park Drive

Embassy of Ethiopia

575 Island Park Crescent

Home to Embassies and Ambassadors’ Residences 

(continued)



A Showcase of Architectural Talent & Diversity
Traffic on Island Park Drive provided a uniquely endless opportunity for architects and 

builders to showcase their talent.  This, combined with a minimum set for the price of home 

allowed to be built, offered architects exceptional exposure to prospective homebuyers. 

A few notable architects include:

Werner Noffke (1878 – 1964) 

David Younghusband  (1883 – 1965)

Sidney Lithwick (1921 – 2008)



Many Island Park Drive Homes 
were built on Island Park as a 
showcase for those out on a 
leisurely drive.

An April 21, 1944 Ad in the 
Ottawa Citizen (image right, courtesy 

Robin Moll) showcased Island Park 
homes that commuters could 
drive by and look at.

No doubt earlier architects 
also benefitted from their 
designs having daily, high-
volume exposure. 

No other NCC street offered 
the same double-street-side 
showcase of architectural 
talent on a daily basis.



Unique Architecture Showcase

Modernism
165 Island Park Drive, 1950

Modernism
190 Island Park Drive, 1957



Unique Architecture Showcase

Arts & Crafts, Tudor Revival
209 Island Park Drive 1945

Modernism
227 Island Park Drive, 1957



Unique Architecture Showcase

Tudor Revival
300 Island Park Drive

Arts & Crafts
239 Island Park Drive



2nd Empire – Georgian Revival
336 Island Park Drive - 1942

Unique Architecture Showcase

Georgian Revival, Vernacular

323 Island Park Drive - 1935



Unique Architecture Showcase

Arts & Crafts -
239 Island Park Drive – 1921 

Post Modernism
269 Island Park Drive - 1972



Vernacular, Arts & Crafts

344 Island Park Crescent – 1937

Vernacular, Arts & Crafts

335 Island Park Drive – 1946

Unique Architecture Showcase



Art Moderne, Art Deco 

369 Island Park Drive c. 1938 (left) and refurbished in 2011 (right)

Unique Architecture Showcase



Arts & Crafts
485 Island Park Drive – 1930

Arts & Crafts, Vernacular
462 Island Park Drive – 1930

“Hampton Cottage”

Unique Architecture Showcase



Unique Architecture Showcase

Tudor Revival, Arts & Crafts

469 Island Park Drive – 1941

Edwardian Classicism, Arts & Crafts

499 Island Park Drive – 1941



Tudor Revival, Arts & Crafts

505 Island Park Drive – 1928

Arts & Crafts, Vernacular

495 Island Park Drive – 1930

Unique Architecture Showcase



Unique Architecture Showcase

Arts & Crafts, Tudor Revival

539 Island Park Drive – 1937
Other

513 Island Park Drive – 1940



Unique Architecture Showcase

Tudor Revival, Arts & Crafts

555 Island Park Crescent – 1936

Georgian Revival
575 Island Park Crescent – 1927



Arts & Crafts (Werner Noffke)

589 Island Park Crescent – 1945

Unique Architecture Showcase

Vernacular, Arts & Crafts
674 Island Park Drive – 1940



Unique Architecture Showcase

Arts & Crafts (Werner Noffke)

704 Island Park Drive – 1936

Arts & Crafts, Tudor Revival
718 Island Park Drive – 1933



Tudor Revival, Vernacular

725 Island Park Drive – 1928

Arts & Crafts, Tudor Revival

753 Island Park Drive – 1946

Unique Architecture Showcase



Arts & Crafts
766 Island Park Drive – 1944

Arts & Crafts (Younghusband)

773 Island Park Drive – 1933

Unique Architecture Showcase



Unique Architecture Showcase

Georgian Revival
777 Island Park Drive – 1942

Georgian Revival
785 Island Park Drive – 1932



Lucious parklands to enhance the quality of life 
experience for all Ottawa Residents

Park land across from Island Park Crescent (above)

Park-like NCC greenspace between the street and sidewalk 

with mature trees and Hampton Park in Fall (above)

Flanking Island Park Drive are 
beautiful green spaces, part of 
the Ottawa Improvement 
Commission (now NCC) “City 
Beautiful” movement, with 
consistent stone and globe light 
standards.



Adding to Island Park Drive’s beauty and 

ensuring the Ottawa Improvement 

Commission’s goal of ensuring a “leisurely, 

enjoyable drive”, the NCC ensured as much 

natural green space and trees were preserved, 

honoring the stewardship of the 

Algonquin/Anishnaabe peoples.

Wide Boulevard lined with 100+ Year 
Old Trees… Over the last 100 years the NCC has 

meticulously maintained and preserved 

its greenspaces to ensure its beauty is 

enjoyed for generations to come.



We are constantly adding more historical 
content to this slideshow.

Check back for updates 
www.islandparkcommunityassociation.ca, and 

send your feedback to 
info@islandparkcommunityassociation.ca

Community input enriches our story.

http://www.islandparkcommunityassociation.ca/
mailto:info@islandparkcommunityassociation.ca
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